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To the Honorable Justices of the Wisconsin Supreme Court: 

On behalf of the Wisconsin Trust Account Foundation, Inc. ("WisTAF"), I am writing 
to express our support for Supreme Court Rule Petition 24-05 and the requested 
increase in the Public Interest Legal Services Fund CPILSFl assessment. This petition 
represents a significant step forward in ensuring the continued integrity and 
effectiveness of our legal system. 

After a thorough review and discussion of the petition, we believe that the proposed 
changes will enhance the administration of justice by supporting the provision of 
essential civil legal aid to more of the over 500,000 low-income Wisconsinites who 
face a civil legal problem each yeaf. Civil legal needs studies by the State Bar of 
Wisconsin and others have all documented the scale of the unmet need. Wisconsin 
has made progress, but the justice gap is still unacceptably large. 

Every year, WisTAF receives funding requests that far exceed the available grant 
funds. For 2025, we were able to fulfill only 32% of funds requested via our Direct 
Legal Services grant program, of which PILSF is a component of that grant funding. 
Like its grantees who must triage and turn away eligible clients who request help, 
WisTAF must make tough funding choic�. Adding a worthy new grantee or 
supporting an existing grantee's recruitment and retention efforts or innovative 
project frequently requires reducing existing grantees' awards. PILSF's unique value 
is that it provides a predictably stable base of financial support for civil legal aid 
grantees compared to other, more volatile, income sources. 

We commend the Court for its ongoing commitment to identifying shortcomings and 
improving the legal framework within which we operate. 
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