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SUPREME COURT OF WISCONSIN 

In the Matter of the Amendment 
of Supreme Court Rule 13.045 

Rule Petition No. 24-05 

COMMENT TO PETITION BY STATE BAR MEMBER 

I, Lisa M. Lawless, a member of the State Bar of 

Wisconsin, file the following comment in response to Rule 

Petition 24-05, Attorney Assessments for Public Interest 

Legal Services (the "PILSF Petition"). I file this as an 

interested member of the State Bar, to provide the Court an 

analysis and conclusions concerning the constitutionality of 

the PILSF Assessment that has been charged to Wisconsin 

lawyers since 2006. 

In this comment, I am speaking solely for myself as an 

individual Bar member, to provide this analysis and argument 

I have prepared. I file this in opposition to the PILSF Petition 

and to the PILSF Assessment as a whole, because, as shown 

below, the PILSF Assessment is unconstitutional because it is 

a tax upon lawyers. Under the separation of powers and 

considering the powers of the Supreme Court under the 

Wisconsin Constitution, the Supreme Court does not have the 

power to impose taxes. The PILSF Assessment is not a cost 

of practicing law, which the Supreme Court can properly 

impose on lawyers to pass on to lawyers the cost of practicing 

law. Rather, it is a fee imposed upon lawyers to provide 
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