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On June 19,  2007,  t he Boar d of  Gover nor s of  t he St at e Bar  

of  Wi sconsi n f i l ed a pet i t i on aski ng t he cour t  t o cr eat e a new 

cour t  r ul e t o def i ne t he pr act i ce of  l aw and t o cr eat e a syst em 

t o admi ni st er  t he r ul e,  subj ect  t o super vi s i on and cont r ol  by 

t he cour t . 1  A publ i c hear i ng and open admi ni st r at i ve conf er ence 

on t hi s mat t er  wer e conduct ed on December  10,  2007.   Numer ous 

i nt er est ed per sons appear ed at  t he hear i ng or  submi t t ed wr i t t en 

comment s.   The cour t  f ur t her  di scussed t he mat t er ,  i ncl udi ng 

addi t i onal  wr i t t en comment s r ecei ved,  at  open admi ni st r at i ve 

conf er ences on Mar ch 14,  2008,  and Oct ober  28,  2008.  

At  i t s admi ni st r at i ve conf er ence on Oct ober  28,  2008,  t he 

cour t  acknowl edged t hat  t he " wor ki ng dr af t "  of  t he pr oposed r ul e 

now bor e l i t t l e r esembl ance t o t he pet i t i on or i gi nal l y f i l ed.   A 

maj or i t y of  t he cour t  vot ed t o schedul e a second publ i c hear i ng 

on t he i ssue of  whet her  t hi s cour t  shoul d adopt  a r ul e def i ni ng 

                                                 
1 The pet i t i on i s avai l abl e on t he cour t ' s  Web si t e at   

ht t p: / / wi cour t s. gov/ supr eme/ pet i t i ons_audi o. ht m.  
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t he pr act i ce of  l aw and cr eat e a syst em t o admi ni st er  t he r ul e,  

subj ect  t o super vi s i on and cont r ol  by t he cour t .  

I T I S ORDERED t hat  a second publ i c hear i ng on t he pet i t i on 

shal l  be hel d i n t he Supr eme Cour t  Room i n t he St at e Capi t ol ,  

Madi son,  Wi sconsi n,  on Monday,  Mar ch 8,  2010,  at  9: 45 a. m.    

I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  t he cour t ' s  conf er ence i n t he 

mat t er  shal l  be hel d pr ompt l y f ol l owi ng t he publ i c hear i ng.  

I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  t he cour t  wi l l  post  t he most  

cur r ent  wor ki ng dr af t  of  t he pr oposed r ul e on i t s Web si t e by 

Januar y 1,  2010.  

I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  not i ce of  t hi s second publ i c 

hear i ng be gi ven by publ i cat i on of  a copy of  t hi s or der  i n an 

of f i c i al  publ i cat i on of  t he St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n not  mor e t han 

60 days nor  l ess t han 30 days bef or e t he dat e of  t he hear i ng. 2 

                                                 
2 Not i ce of  t he hear i ng appear ed i n t he December  2009 

Wi sconsi n Lawyer ,  t he of f i c i al  publ i cat i on of  t he St at e Bar  of  
Wi sconsi n,  appr oxi mat el y 83 days pr i or  t o t he hear i ng r at her  
t han t he r equi r ed maxi mum of  60 days,  due t o t he St at e Bar ' s 
publ i cat i on schedul e.   Not i ce of  t he hear i ng wi l l  al so appear  i n 
t he Febr uar y 2010 Wi sconsi n Lawyer  appr oxi mat el y  21 days pr i or  
t o t he hear i ng r at her  t han t he r equi r ed mi ni mum of  30 days,  due 
t o t he St at e Bar ' s publ i cat i on schedul e.   Not i ce of  t he hear i ng 
i s schedul ed t o appear  i n t he of f i c i al  st at e newspaper  once each 
week f or  t hr ee consecut i ve weeks begi nni ng Januar y 14,  2010.   
Pur suant  t o i t s r ul e- maki ng aut hor i t y under  Wi s.  St at .  § 751. 12 
and i t s I nt er nal  Oper at i ng Pr ocedur es,  t he cour t  exer ci ses i t s  
di scr et i on t o al l ow t hi s unavoi dabl e devi at i on f r om t he 
r equi r ement s.  
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Dat ed at  Madi son,  Wi sconsi n,  t hi s 17t h day of  December ,  

2009.    

 
BY THE COURT:  
 
 
 

  Davi d R.  Schanker  
Cl er k of  Supr eme Cour t  
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