
2009 WI 15 
 

SUPREME COURT OF WISCONSIN 
 

 
 

  CASE NO. :  2008AP2868- D 
COMPLETE TI TLE:   
 I n t he Mat t er  of  Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs 

Agai nst  Scot t  E.  Sel mer ,   At t or ney at  Law:  
 
 
Of f i ce of  Lawyer  Regul at i on,  
          Compl ai nant ,  
     v.  
Scot t  E.  Sel mer ,  
          Respondent .  
 

   DI SCI PLI NARY PROCEEDI NGS AGAI NST SELMER 
  
OPI NI ON FI LED:  Febr uar y 17,  2009   
SUBMI TTED ON BRI EFS:          
ORAL ARGUMENT:          
  
SOURCE OF APPEAL:   
 COURT:          
 COUNTY:          
 JUDGE:          
   
JUSTI CES:   
 CONCURRED:          
 DI SSENTED:          
 NOT PARTI CI PATI NG:          
   
ATTORNEYS:   

      
 
 



 

 

2009 WI 15

NOTI CE 
This opinion is subject to further 
editing and modification.  The final 
version will appear in the bound 
volume of the official reports.   
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ATTORNEY di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng.    Attorney publicly 

reprimanded.   

 

¶1 PER CURI AM.    The Of f i ce of  Lawyer  Regul at i on ( OLR)  

has f i l ed a compl ai nt  and mot i on pur suant  t o SCR 22. 22 

r equest i ng t hat  t hi s cour t  i mpose r eci pr ocal  di sci pl i ne agai nst  

At t or ney Scot t  E.  Sel mer  i dent i cal  t o t he publ i c r epr i mand 

i mposed by t he Mi nnesot a Supr eme Cour t .   The OLR' s compl ai nt  

f ur t her  al l eges t hat  At t or ney Sel mer  f ai l ed t o not i f y t he OLR of  
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t he publ i c r epr i mand i n Mi nnesot a wi t hi n 20 days of  t he 

ef f ect i ve dat e of  t he or der ,  cont r ar y t o SCR 22. 22( 1) . 1   

¶2 On November  20,  2008,  i n r esponse t o t he OLR' s mot i on,  

t hi s cour t  i ssued an or der  di r ect i ng At t or ney Sel mer  t o show 

cause i n wr i t i ng by December  10,  2008,  why t he i mposi t i on of  t he 

i dent i cal  di sci pl i ne i mposed by t he Mi nnesot a Supr eme Cour t  

woul d be unwar r ant ed.   At t or ney Sel mer  f ai l ed t o r espond t o 

ei t her  t he OLR' s compl ai nt  or  t he or der  t o show cause.  

¶3 At t or ney Sel mer  was l i censed t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n i n 1978 and was admi t t ed t o pr act i ce l aw i n Mi nnesot a 

i n 1991.   Hi s most  r ecent  addr ess i s Gol den Val l ey,  Mi nnesot a.   

I n 1990 he r ecei ved a consensual  pr i vat e r epr i mand f or  f i l i ng 

document s wi t h t he Pi er ce Count y c i r cui t  cour t  and t he cour t  of  

appeal s whi l e under  a cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on ( CLE)  

suspensi on.   I n 1995 he was publ i c l y r epr i manded f or  f ai l i ng t o 

pr ompt l y pr ovi de a c l i ent  i n a per sonal  i nj ur y mat t er  wi t h a 

f ul l  account i ng of  f unds.   See I n r e Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs 

Agai nst  Sel mer ,  195 Wi s.  2d 687,  538 N. W. 2d 252 ( 1995) .   I n 1999 

At t or ney Sel mer ' s l aw l i cense was r eci pr ocal l y suspended f or  a 

per i od of  one year  f or  pr of essi onal  mi sconduct  i n Mi nnesot a 

                                                 
1 SCR 22. 22( 1)  pr ovi des:   Reci pr ocal  di sci pl i ne.  

An at t or ney on whom publ i c di sci pl i ne f or  
mi sconduct  or  a l i cense suspensi on f or  medi cal  
i ncapaci t y has been i mposed by anot her  j ur i sdi ct i on 
shal l  pr ompt l y not i f y t he di r ect or  of  t he mat t er .   
Fai l ur e t o f ur ni sh t he not i ce wi t hi n 20 days of  t he 
ef f ect i ve dat e of  t he or der  or  j udgment  of  t he ot her  
j ur i sdi ct i on const i t ut es mi sconduct .  
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consi st i ng of  engagi ng i n a pat t er n of  f r i vol ous and har assi ng 

conduct  by f i l i ng count er cl ai ms al l egi ng r aci al  di scr i mi nat i on 

i n act i ons br ought  agai nst  hi m by hi s cr edi t or s.   See I n r e 

Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Sel mer ,  227 Wi s.  2d 85,  595 

N. W. 2d 373 ( 1999) .   At t or ney Sel mer ' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n i s cur r ent l y suspended f or  f ai l ur e t o compl y wi t h CLE 

r equi r ement s and f or  f ai l ur e t o pay hi s st at e bar  dues.  

¶4 On May 22,  2008,  t he Mi nnesot a Supr eme Cour t  or der ed 

At t or ney Sel mer  t o be publ i c l y r epr i manded and al so or der ed one 

year  of  unsuper vi sed pr obat i on.   The mi sconduct  upon whi ch 

At t or ney Sel mer ' s Mi nnesot a di sci pl i ne was i mposed consi st ed of  

f ai l ur e t o compl y wi t h t he t er ms of  pr obat i on;  f ai l ur e t o f i l e 

t i mel y i ndi v i dual  i ncome t ax r et ur ns;  and a f i f t h- degr ee assaul t  

convi ct i on.  

¶5 SCR 22. 22( 3)  pr ovi des t hat  t hi s cour t  " shal l  i mpose 

t he i dent i cal  di sci pl i ne or  l i cense suspensi on 

unl ess .  .  .  [ t ] he pr ocedur e i n t he ot her  j ur i sdi ct i on was so 

l acki ng i n not i ce or  oppor t uni t y t o be hear d as t o const i t ut e a 

depr i vat i on of  due pr ocess"  v i ol at i on;  " t her e was such an 

i nf i r mi t y of  pr oof  est abl i shi ng t he mi sconduct  .  .  .  t hat  [ t hi s 

cour t ]  coul d not  accept  as f i nal "  t he ot her  j ur i sdi ct i on' s 

mi sconduct  f i ndi ng;  or  " t he mi sconduct  j ust i f i es subst ant i al l y  

di f f er ent  di sci pl i ne"  her e.   At t or ney Sel mer  has not  al l eged 

t hat  any of  t hese t hr ee except i ons exi st .   Accor di ngl y,  t he 

i mposi t i on of  r eci pr ocal  di sci pl i ne agai nst  At t or ney Sel mer  i s 

war r ant ed.  
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¶6 I T I S ORDERED t hat  Scot t  E.  Sel mer  i s  publ i c l y 

r epr i manded as r eci pr ocal  di sci pl i ne t o t hat  i mposed by t he 

Mi nnesot a Supr eme Cour t .   
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