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NOTI CE 
This opinion is subject to further 
editing and modification.  The final 
version will appear in the bound 
volume of the official reports.   
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ATTORNEY di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng.    At t or ney' s l i cense 

suspended.    

 

¶1 PER CURI AM.    We r evi ew t he r epor t  of  t he r ef er ee 

r ecommendi ng t hat  At t or ney Kei t h R.  Hughes'  l i cense t o pr act i ce 

l aw i n Wi sconsi n be suspended f or  t hr ee year s f or  pr of essi onal  

mi sconduct .   No appeal  has been f i l ed.    

¶2 On November  6,  2007,  t he Of f i ce of  Lawyer  Regul at i on 

( OLR)  f i l ed a s i ngl e count  di sci pl i nar y compl ai nt  al l egi ng t hat  

At t or ney Hughes'  cr i mi nal  conduct  r ef l ect ed adver sel y on hi s 

honest y,  t r ust wor t hi ness,  or  f i t ness as a l awyer  i n ot her  
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r espect s,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 20: 8. 4( b) . 1  Al l an Beat t y was 

appoi nt ed r ef er ee.    

¶3 The vi ol at i on ar i ses out  of  t he char ge agai nst  

At t or ney Hughes f or  t he f el ony of  conspi r acy t o commi t  of f ense 

or  t o def r aud t he Uni t ed St at es,  i n v i ol at i on of  18 U. S. C.  

§ 371. 2  We adopt  t he r ef er ee' s r epor t  and r ecommendat i on and 

concl ude t hat  t he ser i ousness of  At t or ney Hughes'  mi sconduct  

war r ant s suspensi on of  hi s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw f or  t hr ee 

year s.    

¶4 At t or ney Hughes was admi t t ed t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n i n 1989 and pr act i ced i n Eagl e Ri ver .   I n 1999 he 

consent ed t o a pr i vat e r epr i mand f or  i ncompet ence and obt ai ni ng 

f r om a cl i ent  a pr ospect i ve mal pr act i ce wai ver .   On Sept ember  

11,  2007,  t hi s cour t  summar i l y suspended At t or ney Hughes'  

l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n pur suant  t o SCR 22. 20.   See 

Of f i ce of  Lawyer  Regul at i on v.  Hughes,  Case No.  2007XX913- D.   

Hi s l i cense r emai ns suspended.    

¶5 I n December  2006 At t or ney Hughes ent er ed a pl ea 

agr eement  wher eby he agr eed t o pl ead gui l t y t o conspi r acy t o 

commi t  of f ense or  t o def r aud t he Uni t ed St at es,  i n v i ol at i on of  

18 U. S. C.  § 371.   On Apr i l  18,  2007,  At t or ney Hughes ent er ed hi s  

                                                 
1 SCR 20: 8. 4( b)  pr ovi des i t  i s  pr of essi onal  mi sconduct  f or  a 

l awyer  t o " commi t  a cr i mi nal  act  t hat  r ef l ect s adver sel y on t he 
l awyer ' s honest y,  t r ust wor t hi ness or  f i t ness as a l awyer  i n 
ot her  r espect s. "  

2 See Uni t ed St at es v.  Hughes,  Case No.  06CR344 ( E. D.  Wi s.  
2007) .    
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gui l t y pl ea and was f ound gui l t y.   He was sent enced t o a pr i son 

t er m of  one year  and one day.   

¶6 The pl ea agr eement  sai d t hat  bet ween November  2002 and 

November  2003,  At t or ney Hughes'  cr edi t or s wr ot e of f  as bad debt  

or  r ef er r ed t o col l ect i on agenci es appr oxi mat el y 28 of  At t or ney 

Hughes'  cr edi t  car d l oans,  r esul t i ng i n over  $270, 000 i n 

pr i nci pal  debt  pl us addi t i onal  unpai d f ees and i nt er est .   The 

f eder al  sent enci ng t r anscr i pt  i ndi cat es t hat  At t or ney Hughes 

conspi r ed wi t h hi s gi r l f r i end t o use t he pr oceeds of  t he cr edi t  

car d l oans,  wi t hout  r epayment ,  t o pur chase a house i n Gul f  

Shor es,  Al abama.   Accor di ng t o t he pl ea agr eement ,  At t or ney 

Hughes agr eed t o pay r est i t ut i on as or der ed by t he f eder al  cour t  

f or  at  l east  t he pr i nci pal  amount s owed t o t he cr edi t  car d 

i ssuer s and t hei r  assi gnees f or  t he cr edi t  car d debt s he 

i ncur r ed i n t he cour se of  t he conspi r acy t o whi ch he pl ed 

gui l t y.   The cour t  or der ed $146, 100 i n r est i t ut i on.     

¶7 Af t er  r evi ewi ng t he f eder al  sent enci ng t r anscr i pt ,  t he 

OLR r ecommended a t hr ee- year  l i cense suspensi on.   Al t hough t he 

of f ense t o whi ch he pl ed was ser i ous,  t he mi t i gat i ng 

c i r cumst ances di scussed at  sent enci ng i nvol ved At t or ney Hughes'  

i mmedi at e cooper at i on wi t h aut hor i t i es.   I n shor t ,  he cooper at ed 

f ul l y i n t he i nvest i gat i on and successf ul  pr osecut i on of  t he co-

conspi r at or  and pr ovi ded document ar y evi dence t o cor r obor at e hi s  

account  of  t he scheme.   The f eder al  pr osecut or  obser ved t hat  

At t or ney Hughes'  assi st ance was si gni f i cant ,  hi s t est i mony was 

t r ut hf ul ,  and he had accept ed r esponsi bi l i t y .   The pr osecut or  

sai d t hat  At t or ney Hughes shoul d be r ewar ded f or  t he 
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ext r aor di nar y st eps he had t aken t o pay a s i gni f i cant  amount  of  

r est i t ut i on af t er  bei ng char ged and bef or e sent enci ng.    

¶8 The OLR and At t or ney Hughes st i pul at ed t hat  a t hr ee-

year  suspensi on of  At t or ney Hughes'  l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n ( ef f ect i ve Sept ember  11,  2007,  t he dat e of  t he summar y 

suspensi on)  woul d be appr opr i at e.   They st i pul at ed t hat  At t or ney 

Hughes shoul d be r esponsi bl e f or  t he cost  of  t he di sci pl i nar y 

pr oceedi ng.  

¶9 The st i pul at i on st at es i t  i s  not  t he r esul t  of  a pl ea 

bar gai n but  r ef l ect s t he OLR' s measur ed consi der at i on of  

i nf or mat i on not  avai l abl e ear l i er .   The st i pul at i on al so st at es 

t hat  ever y aver ment  of  t he di sci pl i nar y compl ai nt  i s  t r ue and 

accur at e,  speci f i cal l y t hat  At t or ney Hughes commi t t ed 

pr of essi onal  mi sconduct  because hi s cr i mi nal  conduct  r ef l ect s 

adver sel y on hi s honest y,  t r ust wor t hi ness,  or  f i t ness as a 

l awyer  i n ot her  r espect s,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 20: 8. 4( b) .  

¶10 Ref er ee Beat t y adopt ed t he f act  por t i on of  t he 

par t i es '  st i pul at i on and concl uded At t or ney Hughes vi ol at ed SCR 

20: 8. 4( b) ,  as al l eged i n count  one of  t he di sci pl i nar y  

compl ai nt .   The r ef er ee r ecommends a t hr ee- year  suspensi on of  

At t or ney Hughes'  l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n,  

r et r oact i ve t o Sept ember  11,  2007.   Ref er ee Beat t y al so 

r ecommends At t or ney Hughes pay t he cost  of  t he di sci pl i nar y 

pr oceedi ng.   On June 26,  2008,  t he OLR submi t t ed a st at ement  of  

cost s i n t he amount  of  $1, 185. 08.      

¶11 We adopt  t he r ef er ee' s f i ndi ngs and concl usi ons set  

f or t h i n hi s r epor t  and accept  hi s r ecommendat i on.   At t or ney 
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Hughes'  mi sconduct  i s a ser i ous v i ol at i on war r ant i ng l i cense 

suspensi on.   A t hr ee- year  l i cense suspensi on t oget her  wi t h t he 

i mposi t i on of  t he f ul l  cost  of  t hi s pr oceedi ng i s j ust i f i ed.   

Thi s cour t  t akes i nt o account  t he mi t i gat i ng f act or s di scussed 

i n t he f eder al  sent enci ng t r anscr i pt ,  whi ch i ncl ude At t or ney 

Hughes'  r est i t ut i on at t empt s and hi s i mmedi at e and f ul l  

cooper at i on wi t h aut hor i t i es.    

¶12 A t hr ee- year  suspensi on i s commensur at e wi t h 

di sci pl i ne i mposed i n ot her  cases.   For  exampl e,  t hi s cour t  

suspended At t or ney Br i an Bur ke' s l i cense f or  a per i od of  t wo 

year s,  r et r oact i ve t o Januar y 3,  2006,  af t er  di sci pl i nar y 

pr oceedi ngs wer e i nst i t ut ed f ol l owi ng hi s convi ct i on f or  

mi sconduct  i n publ i c of f i ce,  a Cl ass E f el ony,  and obst r uct i ng 

an of f i cer ,  a Cl ass A mi sdemeanor .   See I n r e Di sci pl i nar y 

Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Bur ke,  2007 WI  46,  ¶6,  300 Wi s.  2d 198,  730 

N. W. 2d 651.   Thi s cour t  suspended At t or ney Mi chael  A.  Gr al ' s  

l i cense f or  t hr ee year s r el at ed t o a f eder al  cr i mi nal  convi ct i on 

f or  mai l  f r aud.   The f eder al  cour t  had sent enced Gr al  t o t wo 

year s i mpr i sonment  and a $50, 000 f i ne.   See I n r e Di sci pl i nar y 

Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Gr al ,  2007 WI  22,  299 Wi s.  2d 160,  727 

N. W. 2d 495.   I n 2005 At t or ney Mar k E.  Sost ar i ch r ecei ved an 18-

mont h suspensi on f or  hi s convi ct i on of  t he cr i me of  conspi r acy 

of  shar i ng l egal  f ees pai d by hi s c l i ent  wi t h Gar y Geor ge as 

par t  of  a l ar ger  conspi r acy.   See I n r e Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs 

Agai nst  Sost ar i ch,  2005 WI  97,  282 Wi s.  2d 712,  698 N. W. 2d 711.  

¶13 I T I S ORDERED t hat  t he l i cense of  Kei t h R.  Hughes t o 

pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n i s suspended f or  a per i od of  t hr ee 



No.  2007AP2546- D   

 

6 
 

year s,  ef f ect i ve t he dat e of  hi s summar y l i cense suspensi on,  

Sept ember  11,  2007.    

¶14 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  t o t he ext ent  he has not  

done so al r eady,  Kei t h R.  Hughes shal l  compl y wi t h SCR 22. 26 

concer ni ng t he dut i es of  a per son whose l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw 

i n Wi sconsi n has been suspended.  

¶15 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  wi t hi n one year  of  t he dat e 

of  t hi s or der  Kei t h R.  Hughes pay t o t he Of f i ce of  Lawyer  

Regul at i on t he cost  of  t hi s pr oceedi ng.   I f  t he cost  of  t hi s 

pr oceedi ng i s not  pai d wi t hi n t he t i me speci f i ed and absent  a 

showi ng t o t hi s cour t  of  hi s i nabi l i t y  t o pay wi t hi n t hat  t i me,  

t he l i cense of  Kei t h R.  Hughes t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n 

shal l  r emai n suspended unt i l  f ur t her  or der  of  t hi s cour t .  
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