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NOTI CE 
This opinion is subject to further 
editing and modification.  The final 
version will appear in the bound 
volume of the official reports.   
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ATTORNEY di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng.    Attorney publicly 

reprimanded.   

 

¶1 PER CURI AM.    We r evi ew t he f i ndi ngs of  f act ,  

concl usi ons of  l aw and r ecommendat i ons of  t he r ef er ee,  Cur r y  

Fi r st ,  concl udi ng t hat  At t or ney St even D.  Robi nson engaged i n 

unpr of essi onal  conduct  i n t he cour se of  hi s pr act i ce of  l aw.   

Ref er ee Fi r st  r ecommended a publ i c r epr i mand and i mposi t i on of  

t he cost s of  t hi s pr oceedi ng.   Nei t her  par t y has appeal ed f r om 

t he r ef er ee' s r epor t  and r ecommendat i on.   We appr ove t he 
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f i ndi ngs,  concl usi ons and r ecommendat i ons as t o t he appr opr i at e 

di sci pl i ne f or  At t or ney Robi nson' s mi sconduct .    

¶2 At t or ney Robi nson was admi t t ed t o t he pr act i ce of  l aw 

i n 1982.   I n 2004 At t or ney Robi nson was pr i vat el y r epr i manded 

f or  f ai l i ng t o act  wi t h r easonabl e di l i gence and pr ompt ness i n 

r epr esent i ng a c l i ent ,  and f ai l i ng t o keep a c l i ent  r easonabl y 

i nf or med about  t he st at us of  a mat t er  and t o pr ompt l y compl y 

wi t h r easonabl e r equest s f or  i nf or mat i on.    

¶3 On Januar y 9,  2007,  t he Of f i ce of  Lawyer  Regul at i on 

( OLR)  f i l ed a di sci pl i nar y compl ai nt  al l egi ng t wo count s of  

mi sconduct .   Count  one al l eged t hat  by f ai l i ng t o advance 

post convi ct i on mot i ons on behal f  of  hi s c l i ent ,  f i l e an appeal ,  

or  c l ose out  t he case wi t h a no- mer i t  r epor t  or  ot her  f or m of  

pr oper  not i ce bet ween Mar ch 2001,  when he was i ni t i al l y  

appoi nt ed,  and December  2005,  when t he St at e Publ i c Def ender  

( SPD)  r emoved hi m f r om t he case,  At t or ney Robi nson f ai l ed t o act  

wi t h r easonabl e di l i gence and pr ompt ness i n r epr esent i ng a 

c l i ent ,  i n v i ol at i on of  f or mer  SCR 20: 1. 3. 1  Count  t wo al l eged 

t hat  by f ai l i ng f or  over  one year  t o i ni t i al l y  cont act  t he 

                                                 
1 Ef f ect i ve Jul y 1,  2007,  subst ant i al  changes wer e made t o 

t he Wi sconsi n Supr eme Cour t  Rul es of  Pr of essi onal  Conduct  f or  
At t or neys,  SCR Chapt er  20.   See S.  Ct .  Or der  04- 07,  2007 WI  4,  
293 Wi s.  2d xv,  726 N. W. 2d Ct . R- 45 ( ef f .  Jul y 1,  2007) ;  and 
S.  Ct .  Or der  06- 04,  2007 WI  48,  297 Wi s.  2d xv,  730 
N. W. 2d Ct . R. - 29 ( ef f .  Jul y 1,  2007) .   Because t he conduct  
under l y i ng t hi s case ar ose pr i or  t o Jul y 1,  2007,  unl ess 
ot her wi se i ndi cat ed,  al l  r ef er ences t o t he supr eme cour t  r ul es 
wi l l  be t o t hose i n ef f ect  pr i or  t o Jul y 1,  2007.  

For mer  SCR 20: 1. 3 st at es t hat  " [ a]  l awyer  shal l  act  wi t h 
r easonabl e di l i gence and pr ompt ness i n r epr esent i ng a c l i ent . "  
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c l i ent ,  f ai l i ng t her eaf t er  t o communi cat e r egul ar l y wi t h t he 

c l i ent  concer ni ng t he st at us of  hi s case,  and f ai l i ng t o r espond 

t o r equest s f or  i nf or mat i on,  At t or ney Robi nson f ai l ed t o keep 

t he cl i ent  r easonabl y i nf or med about  t he st at us of  a mat t er  and 

pr ompt l y compl y wi t h r easonabl e r equest s f or  i nf or mat i on,  i n 

v i ol at i on of  SCR 20: 1. 4( a) . 2 

¶4 Fol l owi ng t he appoi nt ment  of  t he r ef er ee,  At t or ney 

Robi nson and t he OLR ent er ed i nt o a st i pul at i on of  f act .   The 

r ef er ee accept ed t he st i pul at i on.   The r ef er ee f ound t hat  i n 

Mar ch 2001 t he SPD appoi nt ed At t or ney Robi nson t o r epr esent  

c l i ent  M. C.  i n post convi ct i on pr oceedi ngs.   By Januar y 2005,  

near l y f our  year s l at er ,  At t or ney Robi nson had under t aken 

mi ni mal  ser vi ces on behal f  of  hi s c l i ent .   M. C.  had wr i t t en t he 

SPD at  l east  ei ght  t i mes bet ween Sept ember  of  2001 and November  

2004 r equest i ng assi st ance f r om t he SPD due t o At t or ney 

Robi nson' s l ack of  r esponse.   The SPD wr ot e At t or ney Robi nson at  

l east  ei ght  t i mes seeki ng a r esponse f r om At t or ney Robi nson.   

Al t hough At t or ney Robi nson event ual l y r esponded t o cer t ai n 

i nqui r i es f r om t he SPD,  At t or ney Robi nson f ai l ed t o pur sue 

post convi ct i on pr oceedi ngs on hi s c l i ent ' s behal f .    

¶5 Af t er  At t or ney Robi nson f ai l ed t o r espond t o i nqui r i es 

f r om t he SPD i n December  2004,  t he SPD f i l ed a f or mal  gr i evance 

agai nst  At t or ney Robi nson wi t h t he OLR.   I n December  2005 t he 

SPD i nf or med t he OLR,  At t or ney Robi nson,  and M. C.  t hat  i t  woul d 

                                                 
2 For mer  20: 1. 4( a)  st at es " [ a]  l awyer  shal l  keep a c l i ent  

r easonabl y i nf or med about  t he st at us of  a mat t er  and pr ompt l y 
compl y wi t h r easonabl e r equest s f or  i nf or mat i on. "   
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appoi nt  subst i t ut e counsel  f or  M. C.   I n Januar y 2006 At t or ney 

Robi nson acknowl edged t o t he OLR st af f  t hat  he had not  r egul ar l y 

communi cat ed wi t h M. C.  r egar di ng t he st at us of  t he case and had 

not  r egul ar l y r esponded t o t he SPD' s i nqui r i es r egar di ng M. C. ' s 

case.    

¶6 At t or ney Robi nson di d not  cont est  t he count s char ged 

i n t he OLR' s di sci pl i nar y compl ai nt .   Upon r evi ew of  t he 

st i pul at i on,  t he r ef er ee r ecommended t he i mposi t i on of  a publ i c 

r epr i mand f or  t he v i ol at i ons of  SCR 20: 1. 3 and 20: 1. 4( a) .   The 

r ef er ee al so r ecommended At t or ney Robi nson pay t he cost s of  t he 

di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng.   The r ef er ee t ook not e of  t he SPD' s 

st at ement  t hat  i ndi gent  i mpr i soned cl i ent s,  who ar e l east  abl e 

t o obt ai n t he r espect  of  ei t her  soci et y or  t he cour t s,  shoul d 

not  be t he r eci pi ent  of  such i nat t ent i on by t hei r  own advocat es.   

The r ef er ee concl uded t hat  t he r ecor d f ai l ed t o demonst r at e any 

mi t i gat i ng c i r cumst ances.    

¶7 We adopt  t he r ef er ee' s f i ndi ngs of  f act  and 

concl usi ons of  l aw and agr ee t hat  a publ i c r epr i mand i s 

appr opr i at e di sci pl i ne f or  t he mi sconduct  commi t t ed by At t or ney 

Robi nson i n t hi s c l i ent  mat t er .   I t  i s  t hi s cour t ' s  

r esponsi bi l i t y ,  r at her  t han t he r ef er ee' s,  t o det er mi ne t he 

appr opr i at e l evel  of  di sci pl i ne.   See I n r e Di sci pl i nar y 

Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  St ei nber g,  2007 WI  113,  ¶20,  304 

Wi s.  2d 577,  735 N. W. 2d 527.   Thi s cour t  consi der s t he 

ser i ousness of  t he mi sconduct ,  t he need t o pr ot ect  t he publ i c,  

t he cour t s,  and t he l egal  syst em f r om r epet i t i on of  mi sconduct ,  

t he need t o i mpr ess upon t he at t or ney t he ser i ousness of  t he 
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mi sconduct ,  and t he need t o det er  ot her  at t or neys f r om engagi ng 

i n s i mi l ar  mi sconduct .   See i d.   We ar e sat i sf i ed t hat  a publ i c 

r epr i mand,  t oget her  wi t h t he i mposi t i on of  t he cost s of  t hi s 

di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng, 3 achi eves l awyer  di sci pl i ne obj ect i ves.  

¶8 I T I S ORDERED t hat  At t or ney St even D.  Robi nson i s 

publ i c l y r epr i manded f or  pr of essi onal  mi sconduct .  

¶9 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  wi t hi n 60 days of  t he dat e 

of  t hi s or der ,  At t or ney St even D.  Robi nson pay t o t he Of f i ce of  

Lawyer  Regul at i on t he cost s of  t hi s pr oceedi ng,  pr ovi ded t hat  i f  

such cost s ar e not  pai d wi t hi n t he t i me speci f i ed,  and absent  a 

showi ng t o t hi s cour t  of  hi s i nabi l i t y  t o pay t he cost s wi t hi n 

t hat  t i me,  t he l i cense of  At t or ney St even D.  Robi nson t o 

pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n shal l  be suspended unt i l  f ur t her  or der  

of  t hi s cour t .  

¶10 ANN WALSH BRADLEY,  J. ,  di d not  par t i c i pat e.  

                                                 
3 On Febr uar y 18,  2008,  t he OLR f i l ed a st at ement  seeki ng 

t he assessment  of  $1, 336. 12 i n cost s.   
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