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The Cour t  ent er ed t he f ol l owi ng or der  on t hi s dat e:  

 
On December  16,  2009,  At t or ney Thomas A.  Robi nson f i l ed a 

pet i t i on t o vol unt ar i l y  sur r ender  hi s Wi sconsi n l i cense t o 
pr act i ce l aw.   On Januar y 25,  2010,  t he Of f i ce of  Lawyer  
Regul at i on ( OLR)  f i l ed an obj ect i on t o At t or ney Robi nson' s 
pet i t i on on t he gr ound t hat  hi s l aw l i cense i s cur r ent l y under  a 
di sci pl i nar y suspensi on.    

 
At t or ney Robi nson was l i censed t o pr act i ce l aw i n I l l i noi s 

i n 1980.   He was admi t t ed t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n i n 1987.   
At t or ney Robi nson st at es he di scont i nued hi s Wi sconsi n pr act i ce 
i n 1999 and cl osed hi s I l l i noi s pr act i ce i n 2000.   Accor di ng t o 
hi s pet i t i on,  he cur r ent l y r esi des i n Las Vegas,  Nevada.    

 
Ef f ect i ve Oct ober  11,  2006,  t he Supr eme Cour t  of  I l l i noi s 

suspended At t or ney Robi nson' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw f or  one 
year .   On Febr uar y 6,  2007,  At t or ney Robi nson' s l i cense t o 
pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n was suspended f or  one year  as 
r eci pr ocal  di sci pl i ne.   See I n r e Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs 
Agai nst  Robi nson,  2007 WI  17,  299 Wi s.  2d 49,  726 N. W. 2d 896.   
At t or ney Robi nson' s pr of essi onal  mi sconduct  i n I l l i noi s i nvol ved 
hi s r epr esent at i on of  t he execut or  of  an est at e.   At t or ney 
Robi nson was f ound t o have commi t t ed mi sconduct  consi st i ng of  
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conver si on;  f ai l ur e t o del i ver  pr ompt l y f unds t he cl i ent  was 
ent i t l ed t o r ecei ve and t o r ender  an account i ng of  such 
pr oper t y;  maki ng a st at ement  of  mat er i al  f act  t o a t r i bunal  t hat  
he knew or  r easonabl y shoul d have known was f al se;  engagi ng i n 
conduct  i nvol v i ng di shonest y,  f r aud,  decei t ,  or  
mi sr epr esent at i on;  engagi ng i n conduct  pr ej udi c i al  t o t he 
admi ni st r at i on of  j ust i ce;  and engagi ng i n conduct  whi ch t ends 
t o def eat  t he admi ni st r at i on of  j ust i ce or  br i ng t he cour t s or  
t he l egal  pr of essi on i nt o di sr eput e.   I d. ,  ¶4.  

 
I n addi t i on,  At t or ney Robi nson' s  l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n has been suspended si nce June 2000 f or  f ai l ur e t o 
compl y wi t h mandat or y cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on r equi r ement s.   
At t or ney Robi nson' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n has not  
been r ei nst at ed.  

 
The OLR obj ect s  t o gr ant i ng At t or ney Robi nson' s pet i t i on 

f or  vol unt ar y r esi gnat i on whi l e hi s l i cense i s under  a 
di sci pl i nar y suspensi on.   The OLR cont ends t he pet i t i on f or  
vol unt ar y r esi gnat i on i s i nconsi st ent  wi t h a goal  of  l awyer  
r egul at i on,  whi ch i s t o pr ot ect  t he publ i c.   See I n r e 
Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Snyder ,  127 Wi s.  2d 446,  380 
N. W. 2d  367 ( 1986)  ( vol unt ar y r esi gnat i on i s i nappr opr i at e 
di sposi t i on of  di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ngs) .   The OLR submi t s t hat  
t o be ent i t l ed t o r esi gn vol unt ar i l y ,  At t or ney Robi nson shoul d 
be r equi r ed t o compl et e t he r ei nst at ement  of  hi s l i cense.   See 
SCRs 22. 29- 22. 33.  

 
The OLR not es t hat  At t or ney Robi nson' s st at us as l i s t ed on 

t he St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n' s websi t e pr ovi des publ i c not i ce t hat  
hi s l aw l i cense i s suspended f or  di sci pl i ne.   The OLR ar gues 
t hat  i f  At t or ney Robi nson wer e per mi t t ed t o r esi gn vol unt ar i l y ,  
hi s name woul d be r emoved f r om t he St at e Bar ' s member shi p 
r egi st er .   Consequent l y,  t he OLR says,  t he publ i c not i ce 
af f or ded by t he St at e Bar  l i s t i ng woul d be unavai l abl e t o 
per sons checki ng At t or ney Robi nson' s backgr ound,  i ncl udi ng 
admi ssi on aut hor i t i es i n ot her  j ur i sdi ct i ons,  unl ess t he 
i nqui r er  woul d know wher e and how t o obt ai n t hi s i nf or mat i on.    

 
The OLR poi nt s out  t hat  At t or ney Robi nson' s pet i t i on f ai l s  

t o di scl ose hi s di sci pl i nar y suspensi on.   The OLR ar gues t hat  
At t or ney Robi nson coul d at t empt  r eadmi ssi on t o t he pr act i ce of  
l aw i n t hi s st at e wi t hout  meet i ng t he r equi r ement s f or  
r ei nst at ement  f r om hi s di sci pl i nar y suspensi on.      

 
Supr eme cour t  r ul e 10. 03( 7)  gover ns t he vol unt ar y 

r esi gnat i on of  st at e bar  member shi p.   I t  pr ovi des:  
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Vol unt ar y r esi gnat i on of  member shi p.   I f  a member  

of  t he st at e bar  f i l es wi t h t he execut i ve di r ect or  a 
wr i t t en not i ce of  t he member ' s sur r ender  of  hi s or  her  
l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw and t he accept ance by t he 
supr eme cour t  of  hi s or  her  r esi gnat i on i n t he st at e 
bar ,  t he per son shal l  t hen cease t o be a member  of  t he 
st at e bar  and hi s or  her  name shal l  be r emoved f r om 
t he member shi p r egi st er .   Bef or e accept i ng a 
r esi gnat i on,  t he supr eme cour t  shal l  r equest  f r om t he 
of f i ce of  l awyer  r egul at i on i nf or mat i on concer ni ng 
whet her  t he at t or ney i s t he subj ect  of  any pendi ng 
gr i evances,  i nvest i gat i ons,  or  pr oceedi ngs.  
 
Supr eme cour t  r ul e 10. 03( 7)  does not  r equi r e r ei nst at ement  

of  a suspended l i cense as a condi t i on of  vol unt ar y r esi gnat i on 
of  bar  member shi p.   The OLR does not  cont end At t or ney Robi nson 
i s t he subj ect  of  any pendi ng gr i evance,  i nvest i gat i on,  or  
pr oceedi ng.   Whi l e we agr ee wi t h t he OLR t hat  vol unt ar y  
r esi gnat i on i s an i nappr opr i at e di sposi t i on of  a pendi ng 
di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng,  Snyder ,  127 Wi s.  2d 446,  no 
di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng agai nst  At t or ney Robi nson i s now pendi ng 
i n t hi s st at e.    

 
Al t hough At t or ney Robi nson' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n has not  been r ei nst at ed,  we not e t he one- year  t er m of  
suspensi on has expi r ed.   Because At t or ney Robi nson' s pr evi ous 
di sci pl i ne i s publ i shed,  i nf or mat i on concer ni ng hi s pr of essi onal  
mi sconduct  i s avai l abl e t o t he publ i c i n t he Wi sconsi n Repor t s.   
I n addi t i on,  t he OLR mai nt ai ns a r ecor d of  di sci pl i nar y 
pr oceedi ngs and makes t he r ecor d avai l abl e t hr ough i t s websi t e.   
We ar e sat i sf i ed t he publ i cat i on of  At t or ney Robi nson' s  
di sci pl i nar y hi st or y i n t he Wi sconsi n Repor t s,  al ong wi t h t he 
i nf or mat i on avai l abl e t hr ough t he OLR,  pr ovi de suf f i c i ent  
i nf or mat i on t o t he publ i c f or  i t s  pr ot ect i on.   We concl ude t he 
OLR has f ai l ed t o demonst r at e t hat  r ei nst at ement  of  At t or ney 
Robi nson' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n i s a 
pr er equi s i t e t o vol unt ar y r esi gnat i on of  st at e bar  member shi p 
f ol l owi ng t he t er m of  hi s di sci pl i nar y suspensi on.  

 
I T I S ORDERED t hat  At t or ney Thomas A.  Robi nson' s pet i t i on 

f or  vol unt ar y r esi gnat i on whi l e under  a di sci pl i nar y suspensi on 
i s gr ant ed.  

 
I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  t hi s or der  be publ i shed i n t he 

Wi sconsi n Repor t s.  
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