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The Court entered the follow ng order on this date:

On Decenber 16, 2009, Attorney Thomas A. Robinson filed a
petition to voluntarily surrender his Wsconsin license to
practice |aw On January 25, 2010, the Ofice of Lawer
Regulation (OLR) filed an objection to Attorney Robinson's
petition on the ground that his law |license is currently under a
di sci plinary suspensi on.

Attorney Robinson was licensed to practice law in Illinois
in 1980. He was adnmitted to practice law in Wsconsin in 1987.
Attorney Robinson states he discontinued his Wsconsin practice
in 1999 and closed his Illinois practice in 2000. According to
his petition, he currently resides in Las Vegas, Nevada.

Ef fective Cctober 11, 2006, the Suprenme Court of Illinois
suspended Attorney Robinson's license to practice law for one
year. On February 6, 2007, Attorney Robinson's Ilicense to
practice law in Wsconsin was suspended for one year as
reci procal discipline. See In re Disciplinary Proceedings
Agai nst Robi nson, 2007 W 17, 299 Ws. 2d 49, 726 N W2d 896.
Attorney Robi nson's professional msconduct in Illinois involved
his representation of the executor of an estate. At t or ney

Robi nson was found to have commtted m sconduct consisting of



conversion; failure to deliver pronptly funds the client was
entitled to receive and to render an accounting of such
property; making a statenment of material fact to a tribunal that
he knew or reasonably should have known was false; engaging in
conduct i nvol vi ng di shonesty, fraud, decei t, or
m srepresentation; engaging in conduct prejudicial to the
admnistration of justice; and engaging in conduct which tends
to defeat the administration of justice or bring the courts or
the |l egal profession into disrepute. 1d., f4.

In addition, Attorney Robinson's license to practice law in
W sconsin has been suspended since June 2000 for failure to
conply with mandatory continuing |egal education requirenents.
Attorney Robinson's license to practice law in Wsconsin has not
been rei nst at ed.

The COLR objects to granting Attorney Robinson's petition

for wvoluntary resignation while his Ilicense is under a
di sci plinary suspension. The OLR contends the petition for
voluntary resignation is inconsistent with a goal of |awer
regulation, which is to protect the public. See In re

Di sciplinary Proceedings Against Snyder, 127 Ws. 2d 446, 380
N. W 2d 367 (1986) (voluntary resignation is inappropriate
di sposition of disciplinary proceedings). The OLR submits that
to be entitled to resign voluntarily, Attorney Robinson should
be required to conplete the reinstatenent of his license. See
SCRs 22.29-22. 33.

The OLR notes that Attorney Robinson's status as l|listed on
the State Bar of Wsconsin's website provides public notice that
his law license is suspended for discipline. The OLR argues
that if Attorney Robinson were permtted to resign voluntarily,
his name would be renoved from the State Bar's nenbership

regi ster. Consequently, the OLR says, the public notice
afforded by the State Bar listing would be unavailable to
persons checking Attorney Robinson's background, i ncl udi ng

adm ssion authorities in other jurisdictions, unl ess the
i nqui rer woul d know where and how to obtain this information.

The OLR points out that Attorney Robinson's petition fails
to disclose his disciplinary suspension. The OLR argues that
Attorney Robinson could attenpt readm ssion to the practice of
law in this state wthout neeting the requirenents for
reinstatenent from his disciplinary suspension.

Suprenme  court rule 10.03(7) governs the voluntary
resignation of state bar nenbership. It provides:



Vol untary resignation of menbership. I f a menber
of the state bar files with the executive director a
witten notice of the nenber's surrender of his or her
license to practice law and the acceptance by the
suprene court of his or her resignation in the state
bar, the person shall then cease to be a nenber of the
state bar and his or her nane shall be renoved from
the nenbership register. Before accepting a
resignation, the suprenme court shall request from the
office of lawer regulation information concerning
whether the attorney is the subject of any pending
gri evances, investigations, or proceedings.

Suprene court rule 10.03(7) does not require reinstatenent
of a suspended license as a condition of voluntary resignation
of bar nenbership. The OLR does not contend Attorney Robinson

is the subject of any pending grievance, investigation, or
pr oceedi ng. Wile we agree with the OLR that voluntary
resignation 1is an inappropriate disposition of a pending
di sci plinary pr oceedi ng, Snyder, 127 Ws. 2d 446, no

di sci plinary proceedi ng agai nst Attorney Robinson is now pending
in this state.

Al though Attorney Robinson's license to practice law in
W sconsin has not been reinstated, we note the one-year term of
suspensi on has expired. Because Attorney Robinson's previous

discipline is published, information concerning his professional
m sconduct is available to the public in the Wsconsin Reports.
In addition, the OLR nmaintains a record of disciplinary
proceedi ngs and nekes the record available through its website.
W are satisfied the publication of Attorney Robinson's
disciplinary history in the Wsconsin Reports, along with the
information available through the OLR provide sufficient
information to the public for its protection. We concl ude the
OLR has failed to denonstrate that reinstatenent of Attorney
Robinson's license to practice law in Wsconsin is a
prerequisite to voluntary resignation of state bar nenbership
following the termof his disciplinary suspension

IT IS ORDERED that Attorney Thonmas A. Robinson's petition
for voluntary resignation while under a disciplinary suspension
is granted.

T IS FURTHER ORDERED that this order be published in the
W sconsin Reports.
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