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 FORM SUMMARY 
 
Name of Form: Summons – Indian Child Welfare Act 
 
Form Number: IW-1720 
 
Statutory Reference: §§48.23, 48.27, 938.23, 938.27, 938.29(2) and 938.29(1g), Wisconsin Statutes; 25 

U.S.C. §1912 
 
Benchbook Reference: JV 2, 3, & 13 
 
Purpose of Form: Formal notice to an individual to appear in court and respond to a citation or 

petition. 
 
Who Completes I t: District attorney, corporation counsel, or court official. 
 
Distr ibution of Form: Original to court, copies for service on juvenile, parent/guardian/legal custodian, 

Indian custodian, tribe, foster parent, treatment foster parent, or other physical 
custodian, nonadjudicated parents (when appropriate; see §48.27(3) and 
§938.27(3), Wis. Stats.) and other interested parties. 

 
Accompanying Forms: Petition 
 
New Form/Modification: Modified, last update 04/10. 
 
Modifications:   Added Circuit Court Commissioner to signature line. 
 
Comments: This form is intended to be used in both ch. 48 and ch. 938 matters. 
  

As a result of 2009 Act 94, the State Public Defender is authorized to represent 
parents and Indian custodians in CHIPS and JIPS cases subject to the Indian 
Child Welfare Act (ICWA).  The parents and Indian custodians are not 
automatically eligible for representation and would have to complete the State 
Public Defender eligibility form.  If you have questions about the scope of SPD 
representation in these cases, please contact SPD Trial Division Director Mike 
Tobin at tobinm@opd.wi.gov. 

 
 RMC recommends that the petition be attached to the summons even though 

sections §48.27(3)(a) and §938.27(3)(a), Wisconsin Statutes, provide that "[t]he 
first notice to any interested party shall be written and may have a copy of the 
petition attached to it."  For that reason the summons has been drafted with the 
assumption that the petition will always be attached. 

 
If this is the first notice in a proceeding involving a child/juvenile subject to the 
Indian Child Welfare Act, the petitioner must provide notice to the parent/Indian 
custodian and the tribe by registered mail with return receipt requested.  If the 
identity or location of the tribe cannot be determined, notice must be sent by 
registered mail with return receipt requested to the Secretary of the Interior, Bureau 
of Indian Affairs. 

 
About this Form:  This form is the product of the Wisconsin Records Management Committee, a 

committee of the Director of State Court’s Office and a mandate of the 
Wisconsin Judicial Conference. 

 
I f you have additional information that does not change the meaning of the 
form, attach it on a separate page.  The form itself shall not be altered. 


