
Sample Additional Guardian ad Litem Requirements

a. Contact the child and the child's caregiver in advance of any court hearing or judicial review to ascertain what information, witnesses, or other evidence should be produced by the guardian ad litem at such hearing.

b. Consult with the child, in a developmentally appropriate manner, with regard to the type of litigation, the child's rights, the function of the court system, the purpose of the various court proceedings, the role and function of the guardian ad litem, the role and function of the attorneys/ parties and whether the child may or may not participate in the legal process.

1. The guardian ad litem shall accomplish this goal by meeting personally with the child at the child's residence, at a neutral place, at the child's school, at a social services agency, or pre-arranged meeting room.

2. The guardian ad litem shall provide information to the child to allow the child to access the guardian ad litem by telephone, e-mail, and/or other reasonable means.

c. The guardian ad litem shall gather and review information and obtain the necessary authority through releases or court orders to obtain the following information:

1. Contact collaterals to obtain and read pertinent records which would include medical, school, daycare, police, therapy, psychological, psychiatric and other records relevant to the matter including placement records as available.

2. Review court files of the child and family.

3. Review case related records of the social service agency or other service providers who have provided services to the family.

4. Contact lawyers for other parties or the parties themselves if unrepresented as well as any CASA who have had contact with the child or family.

5. Review of evidentiary photographs, videos, or audio tapes and other evidence related to the child or family.

d. The guardian ad litem shall personally observe every residence at which the child is placed promptly after the child is placed at that residence.

1. The guardian ad litem shall personally observe the child's interaction with the caregiver.

2. The guardian ad litem shall make an inspection of the home to assure the adequacy and safety of the child's living environment.

3. The guardian ad litem shall ascertain whether other individuals are residing at the child's residence, including names, and dates of birth if possible.

4. In assessing safety, the guardian ad litem shall perform CCAP checks with regard to all individuals residing with the child.
e. The guardian ad litem shall meaningfully participate in court hearings concerning the child.

1. The guardian ad litem shall report to the court when, where, and for how long the guardian ad litem has met with the child unless providing such information would jeopardize the health and safety of the child.

2. The guardian ad litem shall report to the court the appropriateness and safety of the child's current living environment.

3. The guardian ad litem shall inform the court of the child's wishes regarding the matter.

f. The guardian ad litem shall report to the court concerning the child's adjustment to placement, the family’s compliance with prior court orders and treatment plans, the department's compliance with prior court orders and treatment plans, and the contact the child has had with either parent.

g. The guardian ad litem shall inform the court of what temporary or final orders should be made concerning the child and what services the child or family requires that have not yet been court ordered.

h. The guardian ad litem shall file petitions, motions, responses, participate in depositions, and participate as any attorney for a party would participate in a court proceeding.

i. The guardian ad litem shall request orders from the court that are clear, specific, and if appropriate include a time line for assessment, evaluation, services, placement, treatment, evaluation, and return of the child to the family.

j. The guardian ad litem shall review all written orders to insure that such orders conform with the court's verbal rendition including statutorily required findings and notices.

k. If the appointment of the guardian ad litem is continued pursuant to §48.235(7), the guardian ad litem shall monitor the implementation of the court order and report non-compliance.

l. If the child is required to testify, the guardian ad litem shall familiarize the child with the courtroom, court procedures, and what to expect during direct and cross-examination in an effort to insure that testifying will cause minimum harm to the child.

m. The guardian ad litem shall attend significant staffings and meetings on a regular basis.
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