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You are hereby notified that the Court has entered the following opinion and order:

2022AP766-NM Kenosha County DHS v. J.L.G. (L.C. #2021TP52)

Before Neubauer, J.

Summary disposition orders may not be cited in any court of this state as precedent or

authority, except for the limited purposes specified in Wis. STAT. RULE 809.23(3).

J.L.G. appeals from an order terminating his parental rights to his daughter, E.M.G.
J.L.G.’s appellate counsel filed a no-merit report pursuant to Wis. STAT. RuULEs 809.107(5m) and

809.32. J.L.G. received a copy of the report, was advised of his right to file a response, and has

! This appeal is decided by one judge pursuant to Wis. STAT. § 752.31(2)(e) (2019-20). All
references to the Wisconsin Statutes are to the 2019-20 version unless otherwise noted.
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elected not to do so. After reviewing the record and counsel’s report, we conclude there are no

issues with arguable merit for appeal. We summarily affirm the order. Wis. STAT. RULE 809.21.

E.M.G. was taken into protective custody shortly after her birth in February 2020 due to
substance exposure. She was subsequently found to be a child in need of protection or services.
Paternity was not established until nearly a year later when it was determined that J.L.G. was the

father.

In July 2021, the Kenosha County Department of Human Services petitioned to terminate
J.L.G.’s parental rights. The County moved for partial summary judgment on two grounds:
child abuse and commission of a felony against a child.? The circuit court granted summary
judgment on those grounds and terminated J.L.G.’s parental rights after a dispositional hearing.

This no-merit appeal follows.

The no-merit report addresses potential issues of (1) whether the circuit court erred in
granting the County’s motion for partial summary judgment; and (2) whether the circuit court
properly exercised its discretion in determining that termination of parental rights was in the best
interest of E.M.G. This court is satisfied that the no-merit report correctly analyzes the issues it

raises as being without merit, and we will not discuss them further.

Our independent review of the record does not disclose any other potentially meritorious

issue for appeal. Because we conclude that there would be no arguable merit to any issue that

2 J.L.G. had an unreversed felony conviction for aggravated battery of a child.
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could be raised on appeal, we accept the no-merit report and relieve Attorneys Kelsey Jarecki

Morin Loshaw and Susan E. Alesia of further representation in this matter.

Upon the foregoing reasons,

IT IS ORDERED that the order terminating J.L.G.’s parental rights is summarily

affirmed pursuant to Wis. STAT. RULE 809.21.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Attorneys Kelsey Jarecki Morin Loshaw and Susan E.
Alesia are relieved of further representation of J.L.G. in this matter. See WIsS. STAT.

RULE 809.32(3).

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this summary disposition order will not be published.

Sheila T. Reiff
Clerk of Court of Appeals



