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HIGHLIGHTS Fall

2006

Three ne w pilot pr ojectsonta p

n eight-member team is developing three pilot projectsDrake Law School in Des MoineEhe conference was

to provide live help t@ro selitigants in three presented by th&merican Judicature Society with funding
Wisconsin countiesThe counties will be chosen from three support from the Chicago BAssociation,The lowa $ate
different judicial districts. Bar Foundation, thet&te Justice Institute and Drake

“We are going to experiment with providing live servicedJniversity Law School.

in a variety of ways, capitalizing on the resources available  Chief Justice Shirley $\brahamson appointed the team
in a given district,” said\nn Zimmerman, statewidgro se members to represent the state at the conference. Other
coordinator “These programs can then be used as models foarticipating states were lllinois, Indiana, Minnesota, North

other districts to adapt for their own use.” Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, lowa, and Utah.

One pilot project will Each of the participating
involve providing services states designated one team
through the public library member to serve on the
system, with training advisory committee that
provided to the public developed the conference
librarians by stdffrom the agenda. District Court
State Law Library and loca Administrator Gregg Moore
courts.Another project will served onWisconsins
involve using behalf, helping to ensure that
videoconferencing the conference topics were
technology to connegro relevant to the concerns and
selitigants with volunteers interests of the teams. “I was

. Participating in the Midwest Regional Conference on Pro Se -
locateq n an,Other .county Litigation were (back row, left to right): Clerk of Circuit Court Trudy very pleased with the

The third project will Schmidt, Burnett County; Atty. Marsha Mansfield, Madison; Atty. conference agenda and how
involve developing a self- Jeff Brown, State Bar of Wisconsin; Judge Edward F. Vlack Ill, St. ~ well our Wisconsin team
help clinic located in a Croix County Circuit Court; and (front row, left to right): Atty. Ann worked togethet Moore
county courthouselThe Zimmerman, statewide pro se coordinator; State Law Librarian Jane ggjq.

Colwin; Atty. Bob Hagness, Judicare; and District Court

clinic will be stafed by Administrator Gregg Moore.

The planning committee

volunteer lawyers and shaped a two-day conference
others, possibly with additional assistance from interested that included a plenary session presentedtbZi®ix
court members. County Circuit Court Judge Edward\Aack I1l. Vlack

“Our intent is to make use of existing resources and  focused on how to create written instructions and forms in an
creative ideas with track records in other states to help oureffort to assist the self-represented. “Our online interactive

state courts provide meaningful legal access to self- family law forms program was very well received by the
represented litigants while alleviating the burden of other states,Vlack said. “I anticipate that many will use
providing such assistance on court personnel,” Zimmermarours as a model as they begin creating their own forms
said. programs.”

The pilot projects came out of an action plan developed
by the eight-persowisconsin team that recently attended For more information, contact Atty. Ann Zimmerman at
the Midwest Regional Conference Bro SeLitigation at (608) 836-1767 or ann.zimmerman@wicourts.gov.

Seven counties win g rants f or dr ug tr eatment/di ver sion
by Nancy M. Rottier, legislative liaison
ov. Jim Doyle recently announced more than $1 TheTAD program is a new county alcohol and drug
million in Treatment and Diversion AD) grants abuse alternative program created in the 2005-07 state
to sevenWisconsin counties and one Nati&kmerican budget that seeks to address the overwhelming need for
tribe. The counties and tribe estimate they may save upubstance abuse treatment in communities and in the
to $4 million in future estimated jail housing costs state prison systerithe Ofice of JusticéAssistance
because of the grants. (OJA) and the Departments of Corrections (DOC) and
The seven counties receiving grants are: Burnett, Health and Family Services (DHFS) collaborate to
Dane, Milwaukee, RocRNMashburnWashington, and administer the program.
Wood.The grants are for the calendar year starting The grant proposals were developed at the county

Jan. 1, 2007. see TAD on page 15
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Dir ector’ s column: Biennial b udg et —a par tner ship f ocus

very even-numbered year at the behest c* For this biennial budget planning cycle, the
the Supreme Court myfide submits state chief justice and | decided to take a more
funding requests for the next two fiscal years proactive approach. | set up processes to make
the governor and LegislaturEhese requests it easier for department managers, judges, and
cover funding for the circuit courts, Court of other court system employees to suggest “good
Appeals, and Supreme Court and its agencie ideas” to address need$e Supreme Coug’
and department3he budget planning process Planning and Policjdvisory Committees
provides an opportunity for the court system 1 (PFAC) Planning Subcommittee modified its
identify its priority needs and develop request planning timeline to better mesh with the
to address those priorities. Howemveecause of budget development timeline, and took a more
state fiscal crises in recent years, funding for active role in budget developmefitie biennial

court system initiatives has been severely budget survey was put online to make
limited. This has resulted in fewer requests be?- John Voelker responding easiewhich resulted in a higher
submitted As a result, the governor and response rate, particularly among judges. |

Legislature were less likely to be aware of the pressing asked department managers to initially submit one or two
needs of the court system and the consequences of ignoripgragraphs describing their ideas, rather than beginning by

those needs. see Director’s column on page 19

WCCAT ollsoutc hang es

n late SeptembgWisconsin Circuit CourAccess dismissal might not have been immediately clear to the

(WCCA), the populakVeb site that provides quick and  viewer Under the redesign, the executive summary that
easy access to circuit court records, rolled out a number opops up prior to the case history will read as follows:
changes designed to help viewers to interpret the

information on the site. All charges against John Doe in this case have been
The changes result from the recommendations of a  dismissed. These clyas wee not poven and have no legal
committee appointed by Director ofa® Court@. John effect. John Doe is psumed innocent.
Voelker Comprised of circuit court judges (Gary L. Carlson,
Taylor County; Charles.KKahn, Jr, Milwaukee County; In cases involving deferred prosecutions, the executive

DaleT. Pasell, La Crosse County; and Ralph M. Ramirez, summary explains:

Waukesha County), prosecutors, defense attorneys, staf

from the Consolidated Couitutomation Programs (CCAP), The defered judgment agrement(s) on this case was
clerks of circuit court (John Barrett, Milwaukee County;  fulfilled, and the chage(s) wee dismissed. The defendant
Carolyn EvensonWaukesha County; and fefy Schmidt, has not been convicted of the dismissed gimr

Ozaukee County), members of the media, law enforcement,

legislators, and court sfaDeputy Director for Court All of the executive summaries are accompanied by an
Operations Shery. Gervasi and District Court admonition that discriminating against job applicants on the
Administrators Gregg Moore and Kathleen M. Murphy), thédasis of conviction records may be a violation of state law
committee reviewed the policy on what information is and that in general, employers may refuse to hire applicants
available onWCCA, how long that information remains on on the basis of a conviction only if the circumstances of the
the site, and how it is presented. conviction substantially relate to the job.

Among the most visible changes will be the addition of ~ Another key change involves the length of time that
executive summaries that will appear when accessing a certain records remain accessible on the $he.committee
criminal, trafic, forfeiture or a civil case filed with a recommended that/ CCA follow the minimum records
restraining order retention rule developed by the Supreme Court, which will

“When you have chges that are dismissed but read in, mean that certain cases tNd€CCA would have retained for
deferred prosecutions, ‘filed-onlgases, pardons, and so on10 years in the past will be available for shorter periods.
it becomes dffcult to understand what exactly took place,” Small claims matters that have been dismissed, for example,
said Judge Gary L. Carlson, a committee member who  will appear for two years and tfaf and forfeiture cases will
participated in crafting the executive summaries. Carlson, appear for five year§.he exceptions are cases that include
Taylor County Circuit Court judge, said the summaries — (1) an outstanding warrant, (2) a pending appeal, or (3)
along with a glossary of legal terms — should help to ensunmoney is owed.
that visitors to the site correctly interpret the information The committees full recommendations — which the
that is presented. director of state courts accepted — are available in a 42-page

Among frequently misinterpreted cases are criminal  report at wwwwicourts.gov/about/committees/
matters that are dismissed. Under the old system, the docs/wccafinalreport.pdf that was issued in March 2006.
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celebration of Chief Justice Shirley/Arahamsors Abrahamson when they worked together on the Board of

30-year anniversary on thisconsin Supreme Court, Bar Commissioners (which later became part of the Board
10-year anniversary as Chief, and 50-year anniversary as af Bar Examiners)The Bar Commissioners often met at the
member of the bar drew about 1,200 people to the CapitolMadison Club, which at the time did not admit unescorted

on September 6. women.That policy changed whekbrahamson questioned
Opening the celebration was Judge Barbara Crabb, chiigf and the letter memorializing the change is displayed in a
judge of the federal court in tigestern District of frame in her dfce.

Wisconsin. Crabb recalled meetiArahamson for the first The event (for whiclAbrahamson paid) featured good
time at the UWLaw School, and noted that their careers haod, great music (courtesy Afty. Jefrey Bartell, an

followed similar pathsThe two women began practicing  accomplished pianist), and lots of laughs — many courtesy of
law at diferent firms but in the same building, and started the Chief herself, who said, in thanking the Waiv

their families during the same summBoth, of course, School, Marquette Law School, and that8 Bar for

ended up in the judiciaryLike all of you who are here organizing the event, “This is a great celebration, coming as

today” Crabb said, “I can say knowing her has enriched mit does midway through my career

life greatly” As Madisons weekly newspapédsthmusput it: “Shirley,
Emcee &venA. Levine, president of thet&e Bar you dont jest.”

sounded a similar note. He recalled getting to know

Gov. Patrick J. Lucey, who appointed Shirley Abrahamson
to the bench in 1976, shared his thoughts about placing
the first woman on the Supreme Court. At the time of her
appointment, Abrahamson was the only female judge in
Wisconsin. She took the bench soon after Judge Olga
Bennett lost her bid for reelection in Vernon County Court
and Judge Vel R. Phillips lost her election bid in
Milwaukee County. Shortly after Abrahamson’s
appointment, Judge Martha Bablitch was elected to the
Wisconsin Court of Appeals, Judge Leah M. Lampone

More than 1,000 people crowded into the Capitol Rotunda for the ‘50-30-10’ event, was appointed to the Milwaukee County Circuit Court, and

leaning over railings on the upper floors when the first floor filled up. Judge Moria Krueger was elected to the Dane County
Circuit Court.

Remar ks of Chief Justice Shir ley S. Abr ahamson

y friends, | thanked Governor Lucey 30 years Bar. | am especially pleased that a cow has come [a
ago when he appointed me, and | repeat my reference to a fibgtass cow on display in the
thanks to him todayl am glad neither one of us has rotunda], in light of my scholarly endeavors in the
had second thoughts about our respective decisions. dairy industry If you havent seen the cows on the
This is a great celebration, coming as it does midwayconcourse, please do Sthanks also to my long-time

through my career friend and colleague Judge Barbara Crabb and to the
Thanks also to our hosts — the Deans of taéeS  many people who ganized this eventhank you to
two outstanding law schools, antt®e Levine and all of you who have come to your capitol for this

Geoge Brown representing théa®e Bar | am proud terrific party And thanks to my husband of 53 years,
to say that | have taught at both law schools, and | alBeymourAbrahamson — as usual, he does not have a

proud to be one of the 20,000 members of tla¢eS )
see Chief speech on page 4
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Chief speec h continued from page 3

speaking part at judicial
functions.

Many people have sent
flowers and | appreciate the
all, but one arrangement ca
from Lavinia Goodell and he
two sidekicks. Lavinia
Goodell was the first womar
to be eligible to practice law
in the Sate ofWisconsin
Supreme Court and | can or
guess that her two sidekicks
were the second and third
women on the court, my got
friendsAnn Walsh Bradley
and Janine Geske.

A 50-30-10 celebration isgnreme Court Justices Jon P. Wilcox, Ann Walsh Bradley, N. Patrick Crooks, David Prosser
the occasion to look both  Jr., and Louis B. Butler Jr.; Federal Judge Barbara Crabb; and Gov. Jim Doyle and First Lady
back and to the future. Jessica Doyle joined the celebration.

Looking back at my law . .
. . . those needs of children, the most vulnerable persons in our
practice, | think of my former senior law partners — the late__ . . .
L o society | learned from Janine Geske to pay attention to the
Gordon Sinykin and the late U.S. District Court Judge Jamﬁ&man beinas in the case. not merely to process cases b
E. Doyle Sr(the governds father) — and the Doyle and g ' yiop y

. o case numbet learned how to win the friendship of Roland
Sinykin families.These two great lawyers took a chance on . . .
. ) Day by finding the cap to his favorite pen. | learned more
me and opened wide doors of opportunity for me. My . . )
. about hunting and farming from J¥ilcox than | ever
partners gave me valuable lessons about practicindtlaw

. . . c}hought | would know
was with great sadness that this year | lost two good friends, JonWilcox is the second senior iustice on the court in
Dorothy Sinykin and Ruth Bachhuber Doyle. J

. . terms of serviceAs you know the chief justice position is
Looking back at the court years, | have served with 19 y o W J . P o~
. . held by the most senior justic&/e call JorWilcox “Chief
justices. | have learned something from each of them — L o . -
Justice inWaiting.” Jon has gotten tired of waiting. Come
whether we agreed on cases or not. | learned from my

: . . on, stand up Jon. He is planning to retire at the end of this
colleagues the importance of keeping an open mind, of P P g

. . . - session and the Court will miss him. Let me take this
listening hard and of making the tough decisions after . .

. . opportunity to introduce my other colleagues, who have
adequate reflection but with promptness. | learned from

. . . ) been very kind to come to the Rotarian speech earlier today:
Bruce Beilfuss the importance of having a,feven-handed .
s . Ann Walsh BradleyPat Crooks, David Prossend our
chief justice presiding over the court. | learned from Bob

. . . newest judge, Louis Butlef lause
Hansen about dysfunctional families and their needs and 1udg {app )
| have learned from all my

colleagues on the trial courts, on the
tribal courts, and on the federal
courts, the importance of undertaking
and supporting innovative programs
to improve our resolution of disputes.
There have been two recurring
themes in this cous’approach to
assuring access to justice:
partnerships and cooperation.

These themes are evident in the
Court’s relationship with the
legislative and executive branches of
the federal, state and local
governments, as we strive to work
with all government units to improve

Speakers at the event included (from left) Dean Joseph D. Kearney, Marquette Law  the administration of justic&he

School; State Bar Executive Director George Brown; Dean Kenneth B. Davis Jr., UW

Law School, and (rear right) Gov. Patrick J. Lucey. see Chief Speech on page 18
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he September primary determined the outcome (barrid@gs served as deputy clerk in Portage Cqumvailed over
any successful write-in challenge) in four races for  fellow Republican Pam Unger in the race to succeed Clerk
clerk of circuit court where the candidates were from just of Circuit Court Mary Lou Schmidt, who is retiring after 22

one partyThe winners will begin years in dfice (see page 12
their terms of dfce in January In Outagamie County,
2007 and will serve fouyear where two Republicans were the
terms. only people in the race, Clerk of
Circuit Court LonnieWolf faced
In Dane County, where two off againstVickie Van Dinter in
Democrats faced Hfvoters a rematch of the race théfolf
overwhelmingly chose Carlo won two years agd-his time,
Esqueda, a former Consolidates Wolf took 58 percent of the
CourtAutomation Programs ] vote.
(CCAP) employee who is Carlo Esqueda Lonnie Wolf In Taylor County, Marmgaret
currently information systems M. “Maggie” Gebauer ran
coordinator for the Madison unopposed as a Republican to
Police Department. Running succeed Clerkvonne “Bonnie”
against Esqueda was county Bauer who has served since
social worker Robert Syring. 1986. Baues plans for
Syring had challenged longtime retirement include a trip to
Clerk Judith Coleman in 2004 Europe with fellow retiree Galil
and lost. Coleman is retiring aft Gentz éee page 12

16 years on the jolsée separate

story, page 12
In Mar quette County, Shari Rudolph Margaret M. Gebauer

Republican Shari Rudolph, who

NEW FACES

Ninth J udicial District hir es coor dina tor

he 12 northcentralVisconsin counties that Pro SeCommittee, to develop and implement

comprise the Ninth Judici&ldministrative a technology-based, district-wide system for
District now have their owpro secoordinator to educating and disseminating information to
assist in the development of programs design self-represented litigants. He said he initially
to improve services to self-represented litigan plans to spend much of his time studying

Danial Lee Johnson, a community voluntee published reports on the challenges presented

with a background in curriculum development, by people who represent themselves in court
public relations, business development, and and the solutions that have developed across
information technologybegan work on the countryHe also intends to travel the
September 18 on the two-year project, which ‘Banial Lee Johnson Ninth District, which encompasses Florence,
funded with a grant from the U.S. Department Forest, Iron, Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon,
Justice. Menominee, Oneida, Price, Shawamaylor, andVilas

Johnson is a high profile member of thev@&ns Point counties, to meet with judges, lawyers, clerks of circuit
community serving as vice president of thee&ns Point court, and others who might want tdesfcomments and
Area School District Board of Education and as a membersuggestions.
of the board of the Boys & Girls CluB.non-lawyer he
became interested in tipeo seissue when he attempted to Johnson will be based in theaWsau office of District Cotr
handle a legal matter on his own. Administrator Scott Johnson. He can leached at

Johnson will work closely with Chief Judge Dorothy L. (715) 842-3872.

Bain and Judge Gary L. Carlson, chair of the District Nine
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Inter pr eta tion committee will bid f arewell tof ounding member s
he Committee to Improve Interpretation and New judges on the committee include RamAna
Translation in th&\Visconsin Courts will welcome a Gonzalez, La Crosse County; Ralph M. RamiWapkesha
few new members in October as terms end for several lonGounty; and Paul R/an Grunsven, Milwaukee County
time members who first identified the critical need to
provide qualified interpreters in court. Notahlydge Elsa
C. Lamelas, Milwaukee County Circuit Court, who has led
the committee for seven years, will step down as chair
Succeeding Lamelas for a brief period will be Court of
Appeals Judge Richard S. Brown, whose term will also end
in 2007.

Under Lamelasieadership,
this committee set standards for
interpretation to ensure that
people with limited English
proficiency were not
disadvantaged in court.

Since 1999, Lamelas, along
with District Court
Administrator Gail Richardson,
Madison; Judge Mark.
Warpinski, Brown County
Circuit Court; Court Commissioner JanfesDrummond,
Racine; Clerk of Circuit Court Diane Fremg&¥innebago
County;Atty. FrancisAraiza, Sate Public Defendés
Office; Interpreter Debra Gorra; Bette Mentz-Powell,
Wisconsin Ofice of Deaf and Hard of Hearing; and
MaiZongVue, Department diNorkforce Development,
formed the core group of individuals who began the arduous
work of implementing a Code of Ethics, creating a roster of
interpreters, and developing a certification program.

Judge
Ramona A. Gonzalez

Judge Richard S. Brown

Judge Elsa C. Lamelas

Judge Ralph M. Ramirez ~ Judge

Paul R. Van Grunsven

WISCONSIN CONNECTS

Flana gan, Fleishauer par ticipa teininter national seminar

udges David Flanagan, Dane County Circuit Court, andprogram featured lectures by

Frederick FleishaugPortage County Circuit Court,
joined a group of judges from across the Unitetes who
were chosen to attend the
second Sir Richard May
Seminar on International Law
& International Courts ifThe
Hague, Netherlands.

The seminarheld
September 24-29, was
sponsored by the International
JudicialAcademy the Open
Society Justice Initiative, and
theAmerican Society of
International LawThe

Judge David Flanagan

international jurists, including
prominent members of the
International Court of Justice, th
International Criminal Court, anc
the International Criminal
Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia.

Last yearthreeWisconsin
judges were among the attende-:-.
. Judge

Supreme Court Justiden Frederick Fleishauer
Walsh Bradley and Judges Mel

Flanagan and Maxin&. White, Milwaukee County Circuit
Court, joined a group of 20 U.S. judges chosen to attend
the seminar
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Wisconsin cour ts cele brate six ‘Unsung Her oes’ ”;_.-J
Six of the 41 honorees chosen by Wsconsin Law Bonnie Nagy Racine County Circuit Court. Nagy is case
Journalfor its inaugural Unsung Hero@svard are court manager for felony and trfif court in the Clerk of Circuit
employeesThey will be honored at a November 10 Courts Ofice. She began her career with Racine County 16
luncheon at Milwaukeg’ltalian Community Center and years ago as a deputy court clerk and moved into the District
featured in a special magazine to be published November Attorney’s Ofiice as assistant fiée manager for three years
15. Meet the 2006 court winners: before returning to the ClekOfice.
“I have no idea what was submitted that got me
Judith A. Coleman Dane nominated for this recognition,” she said. “Whatever it was,
County Circuit Court. Coleman | am truly humbled.”
has been clerk of circuit court Nagy is known for her hard work and problem solving
for Dane County since February skills. “I ... seem to be the ‘go to githen someone has
1990 and will retire at the end of any issue that needs taking care of,” she said. “My door is
her current term in December  always open.”
She was appointed to the post
just after receiving her master  SherieA. SassoWisconsin Supreme Court. Sasso
degree from the UWlla Follette  began work as judicial assistant to Jusfioa Walsh
School of Publi&ffairs, and Bradley onAug. 1, 1995, the first day of Bradley’
Judith A. Coleman much of her learning there has first term. Prior to joining the court sfaBasso
guided her management of the worked for more than 20 years at Lawton & Cates i
office. In her 16 years as clerk, she has worked to developMadison, first as a legal secretary and later as a
first-class management team, which enables theedb litigation paralegal. In her role as a paralegal, she
stay abreast of changes while maintaining high levels of managed the firns’complex civil litigation and class
customer service. action cases. Sasso also worket\Mashington, D.C.
for two years on Congressman Bob Kastenn'gier
Cheree L. CossMarathon House Judiciary Subcommittee on Courts, Civil Sherie A. Sasso

County Circuit Court. Coss has Liberties and thédministration of Justice in the mid-
served as a circuit court clerk in 1980s as a sthassistant.
Marathon County for six years,

and has been a court $taf Julie Tessmer Wisconsin $ate Law Library Madison.
member since 199@s a court  Tessmer is the deputy law librarian at Wesconsin $ate
clerk, Cheree has worked Law Library, where she has worked for more than 20 years.

primarily for Judge Raymond A recent program she presented to the Law Librarians of
Thums, who is now retired, and Wisconsin,Trading Spaces: Wrking Abroad, led to her
for Chief Judge Dorothy L. nomination as one of the Unsung Heroe®Vigconsin Law
Cheree L. Coss Bain. Cossduties include In the presentatiorfessmer spoke about her experiences
administering oaths to juries andserving as a law librarian consultant on two Rule of Law
witnesses, handling and recording exhibits, keeping minutgsojects conducted by the National Center f@at&SCourts.
of each hearing, and assisting the judge in the courtroom. In 2001, she traveled to thestAfrican country of Nigeria
to assess court library collections. In 2004, she worked a
Rebecca Knutson Milwaukee Legal Resource Center similar project in Serbia and Montenegro.
Knutson is branch librarian at the Milwaukee Legal
Resource Center (MLRC), the law library for Milwaukee ~Justice is honor  ed with
County She has been in state service for more than 17 humanitariana ward

years, the last six with the MLRC. Justice Louis B. Butler Jrwho has served in three
“While the Legal Resource Center provides services to levels of theWisconsin court system, was honored w
judges, attorneys, and courthousefstafelieve | was theAmerican Federation dfeachers (Local 212 -
nominated because of thedaramount of work we do with MilwaukeeAreaTechnical College) Humanitarian of
pro selitigants,” Knutson said, adding that the MLRC theYearAward in October
annually serves several thousand people who are not Honored alongside Butler at a ceremony at the
represented by attorneys. 8Mistribute forms for the Radisson in Glendale were Lieutenant GBarbara
Family Court Commission& Ofice including divorce, Lawton (Activist of theYear), andNilliam Koepsel,

paternity and appeal forms, and assist people with other Ph.D., a recently retired liberal arts instructor (MA Justice Louis B. Butler Jr.
matters they are trying to accomplish without the aid of anteacher of the year).
attorney’ MilwaukeeAtty. Peter Earle introduced Butlavho said

he was honored by his selection for the award and gratified

that many people turned out for the celebration.
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ef for ts contin

ue in colla bor ation with CCAP

by Ann Zimmerman, statewide pro se coordinator

n a continuing €brt to improve the courtsesponse to
the increase throughout the stateia selitigation, |
have been collaborating with the Consolidated Court
Automation Programs (CCAP) on a number of initiatives.

Here is a summary:

Sample resources available on CourtNet
Need wording for a sign explaining what your stafn,

a handy flow chart on divorce actions, and pamphlets on a
variety of topics ranging fromro sedivorce to small claims
actions Additions to this page are welcome, and can be
directed to me.

Pro se listserv for court personnel
Also in SeptembeICCAPannounced the implementation
of a new e-mail listserv (pro-se@list1.wicourts.gov) for

and cannot, help with? How about a flow chart showing th&Visconsin court personndhis listserv is available to all

divorce process, or a handout on small claifffs&se items

court personnel (e.g., judges, court commissioners, district

and more were available as of September on CourtNet, theourt administrators, clerks of circuit court, etc.) working
court systens Intranet, under Publications and Manuals, orwith self-represented litigants. Participants may post

a page entitledPro SeAssistance Resource Materials.”
(http://courtnet.wicourts.gov/publications/prose.htm).

This page provides court stafith model resource
materials that have been developed by court personnel
throughout the state to mordegftively assist self-
represented litigant3he materials are available either in
PDF format or as Microsoft/ord documents and can be
downloaded and adapted for use in your caunty

The wide variety of materials available here includes
courthouse signs explaining the type of legal information
and advice that can and cannot be given by court employe~~

procedural and policy questions and responses, and share
information.The goal is an on-going e-mail discussion
generated by members. | will also use the listserv from time
to time to post national, state, and regional items of interest.
Membership in this listserv is voluntar§ you would
like to participate, you will need to actively subscribe to the
listserv Information on how to subscribe to, and use, the
listserv is available on CourtNet
http://courtnet.wicourts.gov/education/ccap/docs/
listservprose.pdf.

see Pro se on page 9

Looking f or mone y? The Gr ant Inf o Center can help

he Grant Info Center (GIC)

located on CourtNet (the
court systens Intranet, which is
available only to court
employees) is a resource
providing information on court-

requirements for matching funds and auditing are properly
addressed.

Finally, the GIC serves as a communication center where
Wisconsin court employees can find advice for preparing
proposals and researching potential funding opportunities,
and can request application reviews.

related grant funding sources and
opportunitiesThe GIC aims to position the court system to We want to know if the Grant Info Center is a useful resource

compete more &ctively for grant funds and consolidate
hocefforts that are currently underway or contemplated.

for you. Visit the site on Courtnet by clicking on the “Grant
Info Center” tab on the left side of the main page. Please e-

This clearinghouse for information on grants positions mail any comments or suggestions to Erin Slattengren in the

the Wisconsin court system to seek funds from non-

traditional sources to support
innovative projects. In anfeft to
forge ahead with program initiatives
without the support of traditional stal
funding, our court system (along witl
state agencies and courts across the
country) has begun searching for
appropriate alternative sources of
funds, and the GIC gives us a better
mechanism for disseminating
information on available grants.

In addition to providing
information, the GIC explains the
court systens grant approval
procedures, established in 1996 to
ensure that proposed grant projects
are consistent with the goals of the
Wisconsin court system and that an)

Office of Court Operations at erin.slattengren@wicourts.gov.

Gr ant highlight:
Wisconsin Treatment Alter native and
Diver sion (T AD) g rants announced

Gov. Jim Doyle announced in late September that seven counties in
Wisconsin will receive funding under the newly creaf&d program
administered jointly by th&Visconsin Ofice of JusticeAssistance,

Department of Corrections and Department of Health and Family Services.

Dane, RockWood, BurnettWashburnWashington, and Milwaukee
counties will receive funding to help provide alternatives to prosecution and
incarceration for non-violent criminalfehders who abuse alcohol or other
drugs. See separate article for details.

Others who have a grant announcement or project to highlight are asked to
contact Erin Slattengren at erin.slattengren@wicourts.gov.
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rule on electronic filing of court documents expects toproject, which was begun in March 2005 and will run

wrap up its work in late fallA permanent rule
would pave the way for statewide expansior
of e-filing by dealing with issues such as
electronic signatures, notarization, and onlir
paymentThe Supreme Court could hear a
petition on the matter in 2007.

Chief Judge Gerald. Ptacek, Racine
County Circuit Court, is the committee chair
Members of the committee include circuit
court Judges Richard Gliess, Dane County
and Mary K.Wagner Kenosha County; Chief
Information Oficer Jean Bousquet; Court
Commissioners David. Flesch, Dane
County and John Plous, Kenosha County;
Court ofAppeals Chief &ff Atty. Peg
Carlson; Clerks of Circuit Court Kristine Deis&ashington
County and Gail Gentz, Kenosha County; Register in

through July 1, 2007The pilot will enable

the courts to determine the costs and benefits
of e-filing. Already; the clerksbffices report
that staf is spending much less time keying
in information and performing various other
manual tasks. Many of the pilot cases are
completely paperless, as the court
commissioner simply calls up the file on the
courtroom computeAs courthouses invest in
wireless Internet access, attorneys, too, will
be able to access the electronic case file in
court.

Still to come in 2006: certain small
businesses that frequently file small claims
casegro sewill be asked to join the pilot to

help assess whether the system will meet the needs of self-
represented litigants.

Probate Sally Lund&Vaukesha County; and members of the The earliest that statewide implementation might begin is

bar Atty. MarciaVandercook of the @ite of Court
Operations and CCAProject ManageAndrea Olson stéf
the committee.

E-filing is currently testing in small claims cases
involving two law firms in Kenosha andfashington

Pro se continued from page 8

I hope you'll join the listserv and find it to be a useful
tool for communicating with your colleagues abprd se
matters around the state.

Questions about using the listserv may be directed to
Robbie Brooks at robbie.brooks@wicourts.gov

Improvement s in pro se data collection

after the next biennial budget is signed into, leaich
likely will be fall 2007.The project is expected to take
several years to implement for all types of cases.

More information on the e-filing project is available at
www.wicourts.gov/services/public/electronicfile.htm.

Online Self-Help Center enhancement s

Another ongoing project that CCAdnd | are working on
involves implementing a series of improvements to the
courts’existing online Self-Help Center
(www.wicourts.gov/services/public/selfhelp/index.htm),
based on the results of an online survey about the existing
Web site, which will be launched on the countsiin Web

It has been noted both nationally and locally that good page sometime in October

data and trend analysis are necessary to better serve self-

A well designed and

represented litigants and to meet the challenges posed by comprehensive self-help
such litigation. Such data can be used to document the ne®¢eb site can be a highly
for assistance programs, which is necessary to procure graffiective means of providing
funding and to speak persuasively about the issue with locahluable information to self-

government difcials, the Court, or the Legislature.
In addition to helping us speak with autharipod data

represented litigants. It can
also provide forms,

also help us to design programs that meet actual needs aridstructions, and

to effectively allocate and use resourcéberefore, | am

currently working with CCARo develop methods for better

identifying cases involving self-represented litigants, and
indicating the percentage of self-represented litigants in
specific types of cases (including breakdown by case
classification codes)Ve shall also gather data on the
number of cases in which at least one litigant appears
without an attorney

When the pieces are all in place, we plan to enable a
process to generate a custom reporpranse which will
allow specificpro sedata collection both at the state and
county level.

comprehensive usériendly
information about court
procedures and available
legal services with few
mauginal costs, other than
ongoing updates and
maintenance. Please be sure to complete the online survey
about the self-help center to ensure that your ideas are
considered while the site is being revamped.
| welcome your questions, comments and suggestions on
these initiatives or any othpro seissues.

Atty. Ann Zimmerman can be reached at (608) 261-8297 or
ann.zimmerman@wicourts.gov.
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PPAC upda te
by Erin Slattengren, policy analyst

he Supreme Court Planning and Pokavisory 2. Refer to the Judicial Council exploration of the Federal

Committee (PRC) has been tackling issues ranging Rule 11 approach and itsfetts on the system and the
from how to establish consensus on what constitutes a potential development of a simil#&¥isconsin Rule.
minimum plea colloquyto improving videoconferencing and
moving forward on pilot projects involving sentencing 3. Request that the CourtAppeals keep statistics on cases
practices. Here is an update. related to Federal Rulel topic.
Plea colloquy research PFAC approved the final report and corresponding

The PRRC Subcommittee on Court ffiencies, chaired  recommendations submitted by the subcommittee on

by Judge Richard S. Brown, CourtAybpeals, District lll, August 10.To view the full report, visit the PR web page

and Judge Roderigk. Cameron, Chippewa County Circuit on the $ate Courts web site at:
Court, was established to “examine the legal process and www.wicourts.gov/about/committees/ppac.htm and scroll
recommend ways to create a moricefnt system by down to the heading “Court fifiencies.”
modifying or creating certain court procedures and policies
while protecting the rights of litigants&s part of this Judicial Conference breakout s: PPAC
mission, the subcommittee examined the administration of policy initiatives
plea colloquies. In lieu of the traditional P&C session at the Judicial
Some judges have expressed frustration regarding the Conference, PRC has decided to invite some of its members
inconsistent administration of plea colloquies statewide ando present sessions on policy areas that have been at the
the impact of these varying procedures on the judicial forefront of the PRC agenda, including alternatives to
processThe subcommittee conducted research to determinmcarceration and videoconferencing.
(1) if there was widespread dissatisfaction with, and/or
differences of opinion regarding the proper administration ofhe Videoconferencing Subcommittee will present
plea colloquies among judges and legal professionals, and Rathways, Potholes, Pitfalls and Possibilities: How do we
if so, recommend methods to imprové@éncy and make our way tlmugh the new video cauiandscape?
consistency of this process\ivisconsin courts. This interactive program will frame the issues raised by
The subcommittee surveyed judges, district attorneys, aimgreasing use of video technology in court proceedings and
defense attorneys to try to establish a consensus on what work toward possible solutions to common problems.
constitutes a minimum colloquy and what is considered a

“standard practice.” Based on these findings, the TheAlternatives to Incarceration Subcommittee will present

subcommittee submitted recommendations fok®B Setting the Foundation for Effective Justite®gies

review The recommendations are: This program will focus on locating available resources on
court centered criminal justice programs, the role and

1. Develop a judicial education course/seminar on importance of criminal justice coordinating councils, and an

procedures surrounding the plea colloquy featuring a overview of theAIM Project (Assess, Inform, Measure).
panel of judges who have fiifing approaches or

opinions on this topic. Information from this report can For answer about PPAC, please contact Erin Slattengren in the
and should be utilized to develop curriculum. Office of Court Operations at erin.slattengren@wicourts.gov.

Making use of the PPAC guide, Walworth County installed state-of-the-art videoconferencing equipment in its
new courthouse. The Supreme Court made use of the technology when it sat in Elkhorn last March.
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Le Gr and launc hes pub lic outr eac h pr ogram

oger Le Grand has been a La Crosse

County Circuit Court judge for only abou
six months, but a lifetime of community
involvement and 14 years as a family court
commissioner have made him a strong belie\
that the public should get to know the local
courts.An experience on Law Day 2006
underscored that belief, and led him to establ
two new public outreach programs.

“Chief JusticeAbrahamson came to La

Crosse to give a speech, and she asked for ¢Judge Roger Le Grand

show of hands: ‘How many of you have visitea

the courthouse&nd almost nobody haAnd then she
asked: ‘How many of you know Judge Judgfd every
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“There’s a lot of interest out there, and a lot
of good questions and ideas,” he said.

The second program, which he dubbed
‘Summer Sessior(and will re-dub ‘Fall
Session’) is a morning-long visit to the
courthouseThe session begins with an
orientation in the courtroom, during which the
group is seated in the jury box, and then the
intern escorts the group to the other courts.
“Sara researches whayoing on in each
branch, so we have a sense for what would be
interesting for them to watch,” Le Grand said.

“Sometimes there’an interesting jury trial, sometimes
theres very little to see and so we spend more time talking

hand in the place went up,” he recalled. “And | wondered and touring the jail.”

why we allow Judge Judy to represent us to the public.”

Le Grand publicizes the monthly sessions through the

As he considered how to address this problem, Le Gramdedia, and individuals are asked to contact the intern to
was assigned a volunteer law student, Sarah Fortune of make a reservatiofThe three sessions held during summer
Marquette Law School, to serve as a summer intern. “| saiditracted a total of 55 peoplEhe group included senior
‘let’s get the public into the courthousand she set up both citizens, parents with middle school children, and reporters.

programs. It worked great.”

The first program is a brown bag luncleséd on the
first Friday of each month. Le Grand publicizes the get-
togetherreserves a conference room, and talks with

“The group grew each time,” he said. “In the third
session, we had 25 people. | think teathout the maximum
size we can accommodate.”

Each session ends with a question-and-answer session.

participants about topics related to the courts and the law Le Grand hopes to continue the sessions throughout the year

One FridayLe Grand discussedfefts underway to
safeguard access to justice; on another khayocused on

how family court operates.

OBITUARY

Judg e John A. Dec ker
Wisconsin Cour tof Appeals
Mil w auk ee County Cir  cuit Cour

Judge Johi. Decker the first chief judge of the
Wisconsin Court oAppeals and a jurist whom the

by making use of the system his intern established and with
continuing help from volunteer ganizers. Sessions are now
planned for November 17 and December 15.

judges, 12 law clerks, four staf
attorneys and 24 administrative,

Milwaukee Sentinadnce described as an “open, scholarly clerical and secretarial personne

man, a hard worker with the reputation of being better
prepared for a case than the attorneys involved in it,” diedcities.”
He brought to the chief judge

August 16 in Brookfield. He was 91.

in five locations in four dferent

Born in Milwaukee in 1915, Decker was the first judge role not only his experience on

ever to receive thet&e Bar LifetimeAchievementAward.
His lifetime of work in the law included 22 years as a
Milwaukee County Circuit Court judge (1954-76) and six
years on the Court @&ppeals, District |. During five of

the trial bench but also a wealth
of experience in the practice of
law. Decker served as president
of the LegalAid Society and wasJudge John A. Decker

those six years, Decker served as chief judge of the then- an assistant Milwaukee city

newly created Court dppeals.

When Decker retired after one term on the Court of
Appeals, theMilwaukee Sentingdraised him for having

attorney prior to taking the bench. He was considered an
expert in evidence.
Decker was preceded in death by his wife, ddaet. His

devised a smooth way for the new court to function. Deckeson,Atty. John R. Deckedaughtetin-law Sandra Decker

once described the process of setting up the court as a
“seemingly impossible task of establishing a court of 12

and granddaughter Jennifer Decker survive him.
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Judith A. Coleman

RETIREMENTS

Ten c ler ks of cour ttor etir ethisy ear
by Jennifer Fay, court information intern

Wisconsin will lose about 150 years of experience in theWsconsin Law Journalecognized her achievements
courthouses across the state as an unusually lar  with its ‘Unsung HeroeAward, to be presented November
number of clerks retire this yeall told, nine elected clerks 10 in Milwaukee.
of circuit court, along with the appointed clerk of the Coleman credits her management team and couft staf
Supreme Court/Court &ppeals will step down. In 2004 — for the smooth operation of thefiog, calling them “top
also a heavy year for retirements — seven longtime clerks abtch individuals who have enabled us to keep on top of
circuit court declined to seek reelection. changes while maintaining high levels of public service.”

In Brown County, Paul GJanquart is retiring at the end  In addition to serving the public, Coleman also has
of his term, and looking forward to new challenges after enjoyed the “intellectual challenge” that comes with the job.

nearly a decade as Brown Coustglerk of circuit court “I have never been bored,” she said, adding that there is a
and more than two decades as Green Bay city clerk. “satisfaction that results from developing solutions to

The Brown County judges appointed Janquart, a address an issue or legislative change.”
Demoaocrat, in 1997, to fill a mid-term vacantie was During her tenure, Coleman also served as president of
elected the following yeain 2004, he turned back a theWisconsin Clerks of Circuit Cou&ssociation
challenge from a political newcomer (WCCCA) from 2001 to 2003, and the CCAFeering

Janquart said his key interest as administrator of one oCommittee and has worked on a variety of local and state
the court systers’busiest clerk' ofices (supporting the issues such as the implementation of the centralized system
work of eight judges and four full-time court for receiving and disbursing child support. She praised the

commissioners) has been developing technology skills  work of her colleagues in the state court system and her
among his stéf “I've really pushed training,” he said. “I've counterparts in county government, and said that taking a

exercised every training opportunity possible through leadership role on key issues has been “a pleasure and
CCAP” privilege.”

One goal that he was not able to achieve, and that he Outside of work, Coleman values spending time with
encourages his successor to implement, is in-court family, including her three grown children — one of whom is
processing, which involves creating, printing, and a foster child whom she raised for four years. In addition,

distributing court orders to the parties before they leave th€oleman also enjoys reading, doing light gardening,
courtroom. “In an era of dwindling resources, we need to participating in Optimist Club activities, and traveling
find every opportunity to automate and streamline,” he saidnywhere from Montana to Italy
“I believe in-court processing should be implemented.” In thinking about retirement, Coleman said, “I'm excited
Janquart looks forward to keeping tabs on court about not knowing what I’'m going to be doing,” and said
initiatives from the comfort of his home and garden. He  she looks forward to exploring many options and being in a
plans to tackle some landscaping projects, travel a bit position to try new things.
(Canada and Hawaii are high on the list), and visit with his  In Forest County, Tom
two grown children — a son who works at Sonic Foundry irKalkofen was first elected clerk
Madison and a daughter who is a student atMsdison. of circuit court in 1986, emging
Janquars wife, a second-grade teacher in the Green Bay from a field of three candidates.
Public Schools, will join him in retirement in a year and a He brought an unusual
half. background to the job: he had
In Dane County, JudithA. Coleman is retiring at the built furniture at a local mill for
end of her term after 16 years ifiof. Succeeding 21 yearsWhen the mill suddenly
her will be Democrat Carlo Esqueda, who egeer closed, he looked for a new

victorious from the primary and does not have career and found it in the court
opposition in the general electioge€ separate stgr  system. Tom Kalkofen
page 9. Kalkofen has seen and

Coleman has served as clerk of circuit court for experienced many changes in his two decades as clerk. He
Dane County since the judges appointed her in said the greatest challenge he encountered was the switch
February 1990. She brought with her not only from manual to electronic record-keeping, which he called

substantial knowledge of the courts (gleaned from 14he greatest thing that has ever happenéthen asked
years as a juvenile court intake counselor) but also @bout his proudest accomplishment, Kalkofen thought for a
masterls degree in public policy and administration minute before giving a simple reply: “just doing the job
from the UWLa Follette School of Publigffairs. itself.”
Together with her management team — comprised of her Clerks of the circuit court, he said, always have to be on
chief deputy and four court managers — Coleman has their toes, keeping up-to-date on a multitude of legislative
developed an fite that is known for excellencé&his yeay see Retirement s on page 13
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changes and maintaining a good working relationship withcareer as a legal secretary and moved upficeahanager ,UEJ
variety of constituencies. “All of us clerks are in the same “I had a feel for the responsibilities of the job, but | had
boat,” he said. “W never run out of work.” never worked in the 6te so | was able to come in with a
Kalkofen learned to approach work with discipline fresh perspective,” she said. “But even so, it wasasy’
through his service in the U.8rmy. He served in 1961-63 Gentzs first act was to ask Court Operationsfstaf
and was stationed in Germany Robert Brick and David Bubier (now retired), and District
After closing out his 20-year career with the courts,  CourtAdministrator Kerry Connelly to conduct a study of
Kalkofen would like to travel more, especially in ¥est,  office operations and recommend changes. “They came in
but is quite certain that he and Mary Charlotte, his wife of at a time when the atmosphere in thigcefwas
46 years, will continue to make Crandon their home. He isvery difficult,” Gentz recalled. “The sthfvas
also looking forward to fishing and hunting. His four grownunder a lot of stress and trying to implement
children and eight grandchildren will keep him busy as  CSDS (a child support systenye were manually
well; all live in Wisconsin. writing all the checks and it was kind of tough. !
In Jefferson County, Ken Schopen, who first took | took that study and | really used a lot of it, whi
office in 1968, is retiring after a remarkable 38 years as was a big help.”
clerk of circuit court. In his last election, the Republican Over the years, Gentz has presided over
faced a challenge but enged a decisive winner numerous changes in thdioé and has actively
To the new clerks coming intofafe, he has this to say: served on statewide committees for the COAB
“You have to be able to treat people on a professional badi¢isconsin Countiedssociation, and the @¢e of
Be honest, attend to people propedgd give them the Lawyer Regulation (she is a member of the dislggr oha County Clerk of
service they are asking fdBe fair to everyone.” committee that covers Kenosha). She most recCircuit Court Gail Gentz and
One of the highlights of Schoper38 years as court achieved one of her proudest accomplishment: her husband, Virgil.
clerk was the opportunity to work alongsitierry Klein, move toward paperless operation.
who served as Schopsrchief deputy“A persons Kenosha is one of two counties in the state (the other is

efficiency is only as good as the employees that are workiligashington) that are participating in the e-filing pilot
for you,” he said. “I have been fortunate in that respect angdroject, which enables certain small claims cases to be

have been thankful for everyoseissistance.” entirely paperless.

‘Everyone’includes the attorneys, judges, and county “I'm sad, in a wayto be leaving just now because |
employees with whom Schopen has enjoyed a cordial  think in the next five years, we’ll see major changes,” Gentz
relationship through the years. He emphasized that said. “There are a lot of things on the cutting edge that
cooperation has been key to the smooth functioning of hisreally will help us to operate in a more codeefive and
office. efficient mannef

Schopen also praised CCAdhd singled out for special Gentz plans to stick close to home in retirement. She

praise the public access to circuit court records on the  and her husbandirgil (a onetime candidate for the state
Internet and the clerk of coult§eb page on the county site. Assembly and current chairman of fiewn of Paris) have
While he is taking his time deciding upon retirement  much family in the area, including Gergdirothey Mark
pursuits, Schopen is considering a few requests from Wisnefski, a county board supervis@entzs three grown
friends. He has been asked to do some work at the Firesidiaughters live in the Milwaukee area, and she has five
DinnerTheatre in ForAtkinson, and hopes to volunteer  grandchildren who range in age frorhtb 2.
both at the local hospital and. $incent de Paul. He and “We wont go far although we do have a cabin on a lake
his wife, lone (a professional at the art of rosemaling, a near Crandon that we plan to enjoshe said. “And | love
Norwegian flowetpainting technique), also will continue  to golf. | definitely plan to work on my golf game.”
their involvement with the Besterheim Museum, a In Kewaunee County Clerk of Circuit Court Lorraine
Norwegian museum in lowa. Riemer has served for just six years, but brought to the job
The Schopens look forward to spending more time witha wealth of experience as the county register in probate — a
their two adult daughters, Renee and Rita, and their “grangdesition she held from 1983 until her election as clerk in

dogs” and “grand-cats.” 2000.
In Kenosha County after serving 18 years infiufe, Though her tenure has been relatively short, Riemer said
Clerk Gail Gentz will retire at the end of the ye@entz she has enjoyed the position immensely — especially

was elected to &ite in 1989 in a tough contest against a because of the people contact. “I love my job,” she said. “I
former clerk of circuit court, who also was a former pro  just like working.”
baseball player'A lot of people knew him, but in the end Unlike many of the longer serving clerks, Riemer never
my experience carried the daghe recalled. “I won that had to run the dite on a papebased system. But she does
race two-to-one.Throughout her tenure, Gentz never everrecall the not-too-distant days of the tumbler from which
had another opponent. names of jurors were selected, and deeply appreciates the
Gentz was a courthouse ‘outsitatho knew the system development of the CCAjary management software.

from 25 years of work in private law firms. She began her Riemer takes pride in managing agamized and

see Retirement s on page 14
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enthusiastic staf Success does not come without a test, In Pepin County, Clerk Rosemary Carlisle is retiring
however Like many of her fellow clerks, Riemer said her after 26 years on the job. Carlisle
biggest challenge was “getting everything up-to-date” — first ran for the dice after the
clearing old accounts, tracking collections, and modernizingjtting clerk, John Simpson, had
office practices. debilitating stroke and was unat
In retirement, Riemer plans to stay in Kewaunee, wheréo continue in the jobThe race to
she was born and raised. She hopes to spend time with harcceed Simpson drew three
five children and 10 grandchildren, all of whom live in Republicans (Carlisle included)
Wisconsin, and to work with the elderly as a volunteer and four Democrats. Her work
When spring comes again, she will spend a bit more time @&thic and strong community ties
one of her favorite spots: the flower garden. helped push Carlisle to victory
In Mar quette County, Mary Lou Schmidt — whose Carlisle has never been one Bosemary Carlisle
selection as clerk of circuit court in 1984 ended a 66-year shy away from a challenge, and
family dynasty in the dice — will retire after 22 years on  tested herself by homesteadingAlaska, where she and her
the job. Succeeding her will be Shari Rudolph, a Republicasband still own the 160 acres that they settled before the
who has served as deputy clerk in Portage Coanty who Draft Board summoned them back to Pepin County in 1950.
faces no opposition in the general electisee(separate They also lived for a time ifancouverWash., where she
story, page 5. worked for the USDAForest Service.

Schmidt succeeded Robert Robinson, who  Upon her return to Pepin Countyarlisle went to work
served for 28 years. Robinson had taken over in the law ofice of Dane Moreyand stayed there until her
from his motherLucy Robinson, who had 1980 election as clerk. Morgtpo, landed at the courthouse;
served for five years. Lugyn turn, had he was elected circuit judge for Baib and Pepin counties
succeeded her husband (Rolseféither) Sam  in 1990 and retired in 2005.

Robinson, who had held thefiok for 33 years. Carlisle said she feels fortunate to have witnessed the

“You cannot imagine what a rare immense changes that were ushered in by technology during
opportunity | had working as a deputy in an  her tenure. “W used to do everything by hand,” she
office where the clerk of circuit court was the recalled. “Every check, every docket entry — it was all
last of a family dynasty Schmidt said. “The written out.”

Mary Lou Schmidt seven and one-half years | served as 8ob’ Though she is looking forward to retirement, Carlisle
deputy was a learning experience said she would miss her courthouse colleagues and working

extraordinaire, and prepared me completely to take over awith the public. “I do enjoy all the people, and | always do

clerk of circuit court.” the best | can for each person who comes through the' door
Initially appointed by Judge Donn Dahlke, Schmidt she said.

faced two opponents in her first election and also was With their children grown,

opposed in two later races. “In all,” she said, “l ran for 1  Carlisle and her husband contin

terms and won them all.” to enjoy gardening and caring fc
Schmidt said she would miss the challenge of working their Australian Sheepdog and

on child support issues and agreed with many of her two cats on the farm. In

colleagues who praised the advent of automation. “I praiseetirement, Carlisle plans to

the day that CCARame to be,” she said. “When | think  continue to play the gan at &
back to typing out court notices and filling in the blanks onJosephs Catholic Church and wi
all other court papers on the typewrjteriting receipts by  spend more time traveling to se:

hand and sitting up all night posting receipts and family. v “Bonnie” B
disbursements by hand.... It is now all done so easily and In Taylor County, Yvonne vonne “sonnie” Bauer
quickly...it's like a miracle.” “Bonnie” Bauer who has been clerk since her appointment

On the not-so-pleasant side: tussling with the county in May 1986 (and who has never had an opponent), will
board over stfihg and wages. “I will not miss dealing with retire at the end of this term and plans to spend more time at
the county board,” she said. her recently built lake home. Succeeding Bauer will be

In retirement, Schmidt plans to enjoy her house in the Republican Magaret M. “Maggie” Gebauewho has no
middle of the woods, and her work on geneal@je also  opponent in the general electiseé separate stgrpage
looks forward to watching her grandchildresporting 5).
events (her older daughteion-in-law and two Bauer began work in thefafe in 1980 as a part-time
grandchildren live in Elkhorn; her younger daughsen-in- deputy clerk. She became chief deputy in 1981. Bauer
law, and four grandchildren live in Delavan). “I also want tdegan her career as a laviicg manager in Hayward.
be able to visit with my brothers and their families during Like most of her colleagues, Bauer said the biggest
the week,” she said, “instead of always having to cram  change she has witnessed in her two decades as clerk is

everything into weekends.” see Retirement s on page 15
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automation. “One of the biggest challenges was being th
pilot for CCAR” she recalled. “It was a long process, but,
obviously CCAPbecame the prize of the courts and the
envy of many states.”

One reasoffaylor County emeyed as an obvious choic
to pilot CCAPwas its enthusiastic and dedicatedfs@&auer
called her stdf‘The greatest joy of my job.”

Although Bauer said she plans on “not making a lot o
definitive plans for retirement, except to enjoy life,” she is
sizing up a few options. Gardening and landscaping at th
lake house, golfing, downhill skiing, reading, quilting, and
scrap booking are on the list — as is travel. “My husband
I love to travel,” she said. “@&/are trying to plan a trip with
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Gail andVirg Gentz to Europe some time next year

She also plans to spend more time with fan8lye and
her husband have a son, daugiteiaw and two
granddaughters in Richland Centand a son, daughter-
law, grandson and granddaughtei¥ashington.

TAD continued from page 1

level by oversight committees
with broad representation by
those involved in the criminal
justice system, the social
service system and the
treatment provider network.
These county oversight
committees are similar in
many respects to criminal
justice collaborating councils
(CJCCs), which were
described in detail in the
summer 2005 edition dfhe
Third Branch

In support of the
governots announcement,
DOC Secretary Matt Frank
said, “In the long run, by
focusing on prevention and
treatment in addition to
effective law enforcement,
combined with increasing the
options we have available to
hold ofenders accountable,
Wisconsin can enhance public
safety and reduce future costs
for the criminal justice system
We must take a comprehensi\
approach that brings together
criminal justice, human
services and community-base
partners to address this issue
as one that deals with public
safety as well as public
health.”

Supreme Court Clerk Cornelia Clark displays a plaque
presented by Chief Justice Shirley S. Abrahamson on behalf
of the entire Court. All seven justices, and dozens of court
employees, attended Clark’s retirement party. The Chief is
holding a photograph of Clark that will hang on the wall of the
Clerk’s Office.

TAD g rant r ecipients

Dane County: The TAD program in Dane County is receiving $163,725 to expand and coordinate
current alcohol and other drug abuse (AODA) services in Dane County through the establishment of a day
report and treatment (DAR program. Non-violent alcohol and drug abusers will enter the DAR
program as part of a bail agreement, ugdex risk and addiction assessment, and enter into four to six
months of coordinated treatment, counseling, and skill-building sesSiea$AD initiative will also
replace lost federal funding for the highlyestive Drug Courffreatment Program and, through the
establishment of a DARprogram, expand Dane Courstydre-trial diversion program.

Milwaukee County: The county is receiving $275,398 in Justissistance Grant (JAG) dollars to
fund itsTAD program.The money will fund six new positions, including five drug and alcohol diversion
specialists who will screenfehders as they are booked and enter jail. Local justitsats estimate that
approximately 75 percent of people booked into the Milwaukee jail have a substance abuse problem. In
2005, there were a total of 36,400 bookings.

Rock County: The county will receive $156,814 to establish a program based on the successful Rock
County Educational and Criminabdiction Program (RECAP), a treatment program for jail inmates
operated by the state Department of Corrections.

Washington County: The $130,950’/AD grant will fund the hiring of two recovery support
coordinators who will establish and administer treatment plans and recovery support serviessérsof
who have committed non-violent crimes related to alcohol and drugs. Ifoant@imaximize diender
accountability the client will be involved in all aspects of program and treatment planning, including the
establishment of a recovery support team consisting of criminal jusficialsf family members, and
child welfare, mental health, and other social service providers where needed.

Wood County: The TAD grant of $147,025 will be used to expand the current drug court pilot
program established by th#ood County Criminal JusticBask Force in October 2004 andesfgreater
access to the court for those individuals most in need of alcohol and drug abuse treatment services. Once
an ofender is identified for the court, drug court counselors, in conjunction with fivedef will develop
a treatment plan including drug and alcohol treatment services, training in education, employability and
parenting skills, and emotional and mental health counseling.

Burnett/W ashburn Counties and the & Croix Tribe: The newTAD program will receive $148,936
to combine resources, concentratert$, and dier comprehensive regional solutions to drug and alcohol
problems that each community has struggled to overcoheelAD initiative will create a new substance
abuse court iWashburn County — similar to a court opened in Burnett County in July 2006 — and make
use of ofender time spent in jail to conduct drug abuse screening, needs assessments, and pre-treatment
services.
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“Learning ways of the world,” an October 7
Milwaukee Journal Sentineblumn byLaur el Walker,
told the inspiring story of 18
yearold Maria Ramir ez,
daughter oRenee Ramiez
and JudgdRalph M.
Ramirez, who spent much o
the summer living with a
Muslim family in Cairo,
Egypt, as part of an exchan
program dfered jointly by
the U.S. &te Department
Maria Ramirez andAFS-USA. Maria, the
column said, was one of 12
teens to win a scholarship for the program, and the or
teen from the Midwest to participat@hile in Egypt,
Maria studiedArabic and learned about the culture anc
customs from her hosts, who often found her attire —
conservative byAmerican standards — too revealifigre
experience was life-altering, and convinced Maria to Green County courthouse
consider pursuing Middle Eastern studies as she begiiis
her college career at UWadison
The Nothwestern(Oshkosh) published a series of
editorials in early September calling for an overhaul in the
way district attorneys are selected and regulatkd.
newspaper gued that the conviction of former DXve
Paulus— who is now serving a federal prison sentence —

evidence that the system needs to chaAigmng the . .
was quoted as saying. “Inmates are droppéthdhe

editors’ideas: a constitutional amendment to get rid of : .
partisan DAelections, and an ombudsman - appointed by parking lot, walked halfway around the courthouse in
' shackles and ctd to the elevatomwhich is located at the

the Legislature — to handle complaints against prosecutors. )
._handicapped entrance.”
The newspaper also wants to see all records made public in
. . S . . In Green Lake Counjyhe County Board on October 17
misconduct investigations against district attorneys. octed $22 million iusti ; e
WhenThe Monpe Tmesran an editorial headlined, rejected a new miflion Justice center on a votete ,
B . An Ozaukee County task force has been formed to assist
Stronger case still needed for | L ; L
. . in guiding the restoration of the courgyistoric
second judge in county . X
L . courthouse, completed in 190he engineers and
guestioning whether a judge- ) o . .
o restoration specialists working on the project were elated to
need statistic of 1.75 really i : ) . .
discover intact numerous records — including original
means the county needs a ) ) L .
. architectural drawings, original specifications, and records
second judge (and a new o . .
of the building committee. Improvements totaling about $4
courthouse to accommodate .
. million have been recommended; to date, about $80,000 has
another judge), Court of . i
been raisedlhe county board has pledged to match the first
Appeals (and former Green i :
$250,000 in donations.

_ . County Circuit Court) Judge “Counties di ional iail” headlined a storv i
Central Wsconsin Sundain late summerThe article

Deininger wrote a guest . )
related that Marathon, Portage, aildod counties — which

editorial under the headline, “For more reasons than the i ] )

. . o, . already have established a consortium to provide long-term
obvious, a second judge for the county is wise,” in which hé ; le with disabilit iaht bedin talki bout
explained the many tasks that a judge must perform outsidé" ¢ "0 peopie with cisabiiies — might begin tafking about a

. ; . regional jail. While officials acknowledged that such a
of court — from preparing for upcoming hearings to

considering motions that may require considerable legal development is a long wayfothey said the time is right to

research and analysis, to speaking to community groups atr%e the first step by exploring a shared day reporting center

participating in local task forces “I see this coming, and the idea will have to addressed in
' the near future,"Wood County Board Chalrance Pliml

The historic Green County Courthouse soon will no
longer house the circuit court, following a 23-7 vote of the
County Board on October 18 to build a new justice center
next to the jail on the edge of towrhe current courthouse
has one elevator shared by courtfsthie public, and
isDrisoners, and an outside drog-fofr inmates. “It5 a little

scary” Green County Circuit Court Judgames R. Beer

see People on page 17
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was quoted as saying. “My guess is that a regional facility = “Supreme Court chief justice blazes trail,” a storyire
with shared resources will be more economical than doingRtost-Cescen{Appleton) and th&reen Bay Ress Gazette

THE THIRD BRANCH

on your own. It might be time to erase the arbitrary heralded Chief Justicghirley S.Abrahamson’'s 30th

boundary lines that were drawn a long time ago.” anniversary on the stasefop courtWhen asked how she
“Lost in translation,” a five-page piece in the Octeber hopes to be rememberéthrahamson said “I hope I'm

November edition oAqui! Milwaukee discussed the remembered as someone who madefaréifice in the

shortage of trained and certified language interpreters in tredministration of justice and opened access to the courts to
Wisconsin courts, but pointed  all persons.”
out thatWisconsin is ahead of Racine County media coordinatdiark Her tzberg,
many other states on this issue. photo director aThe Journal Tes was featured in
lllinois, the article reported, has Wisconsin Lawyemagazine alongside his national-award-
no certification program at all.  winning photographs from Racine County Circuit Court.
The article quoted Interpreter  Hertzbeg’s moving collection of courtroom photographs

Program ManageCarmel will be on display at th&Visconsin Judicial Conference in

Capati, who said that interest in November

certification among potential JusticeN. Patrick Crooksled an introduction to the

interpreters is on the rise. Wisconsin court system for a group of newly eled&éttan
Carmel Capati The Milwaukee Journal dignitaries on October Zhe U.S. $ate Department

Sentineltold the story of the InternationaVisitor Leadership Program sponsored the visit
Waukesha Juvenile Cowstimmensely successfibuth and provided French translators at the session.

Accountability Panel in its October 9 edition. One night per  Chief JudgeDorothy L. Bain, Marathon County Circuit
month during the academic yed0-15 teens who have beenCourt, was inducted in th&ausau Noon Rotary Club on
court-ordered to attend a panel discussion show up to liste@ctober 9, making the club the only RotaryWisconsin
to people like 45-yeamld Wes Gorslinetell their stories. with members from all three levels of thiésconsin courts.
Gorsline has been wheelchaibund since he was a Bain joins Supreme Court Justié@en Walsh Bradley and
teenagerwhen an accident after a night of happing left ~ Court ofAppeals Judg®. Thomas Caneg who are active
his paralyzed. “l was into a lot of delinquent behavior whermembers of the club.
| was a kid, so | think | can relate to them,” Gorsline told
reporterDavid Doege “It' s rewarding to know that some of
these kids are going to listen to you and get b=~
on the right track.”
Cathy Warmington, who moderates the
panels in her role as director\@isconsin
Community ServicesMediation & Restorative
Justice Centeexplained that the panels are a
good alternative to victim-éénder conferencing
because not all victims are able to meet face-i
face with the dender This program also pairs
each teen with an adult volunteer who helps ti
teen develop questions for the speakers and
write an apology that the teen must read alou
the meeting.
While theAqui! Milwaukeearticle pointed
out thatWisconsin is making strides, it also
recounted some troubling incidents involving
non-English speakers. Interprefdexandra
Wir th told the magazine that she once listene

to a ‘lay’ interpreter translate for a man oped

with battery “The interpreter translated battery Chief Judge Dorothy L. Bain (left) was inducted into the Wausau Noon

as bateria,” she recalled. “Battery is aggressiéRotary Club on October 9, making the club the only one in Wlscon3|n with
e : members from all three levels of court. Present for the induction ceremony

Bateria is a batteryAs the defendarg were fellow Rotarians Tom Cane, Court of Appeals, District Ill, and Ann

confusion mountedyirth said, he began to Walsh Bradley, Wisconsin Supreme Court.

insist that he did not have a battdmgcause he
did not own a cell phone.
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themes are also evident within the judicial bran -
where the Supreme Court and its administrative
offices work closely with the trial courts, the
tribal courts and the federal courthis
cooperative, partnership approach has
accomplished much.

| learned from the lat@/illiam H. Rehnquist,
Chief Justice of the Unitedt@&es, who was on
this platform 10 years ago to administer the chi
justices oath to me, that the chief justice must
play an important role as a leader in improving
the administration of justice and the chief justic
must be a spokesperson for the courts and the
people we serve. He remains one of my role

models.
| have stood for election three times. In eactState Bar President Steven A. Levine, who served as emcee for the
: . event, shared many laughs with all presenters (here, with State Bar
election | have leamed Important lessons from |Executive Director George Brown). Levine told of one oral argument
opponents, from the public whose support | havpefore the Supreme Court in which he compared himself to Moses. ‘I was
sought, from the one-way streets/ifaukesha andnearing the end of my argument, and | thought it would be a dramatic
the mall in the middle of downtowrte&vens flourish to compare myself to Moses in the Old Testament when he
appeared before the king of Egypt,” he recalled. But the chief justice, he
. said, quickly put him in his place. “She leaned forward and she said,
IS not easy ‘Counsel, | knew Moses. | served with Moses. Moses was a friend of
My message both on andf tfie campaign trailmine. You are not Moses.”

has always been that judges are to decide case.

Point. Driving the state, especially in the wintet

fairly, impartially and according to the facts and the lagt . | have learned that l_)e_lng .a ngutral, fair anpl_ |mpart|a! .
judge does not mean sitting in this marble edifice in judicial

according to whim, personal ideolagyejudice, feaithe isolation. | have learned that judges and lawyers must be
dictates of other branches of government or the latest pub‘lc ) judg Wy

L . out and about, communicating about our work with our
opinion poll. |, like Governor Luceyave learned that the . S .
. - . . many publics.The judicial branch relies upon the trust and
people of this state value a fampartial, non-partisan

S A . . confidence of the people, and we’ll not retain that trust and
judiciary because such a judiciary ensures the integrity of ) . ) .
S Fonfldence without the public understanding the role of the
the judicial process for all persons and ensures that the rule” .
. L . twdlcnaI system.
of law applies to each individual, to each business and to the
. | have learned much.
government itself. . .
Looking forward — | plan to learn every day something
new from my colleagues in this state and our sister states,
from lawyers and litigants, from the law schools, from the
people of the state, and all of you — especially the Capitol
Police and the maintenance people in this building: they
know how to do a great job.
TheWisconsin Supreme Court and | remain committed
to fulfilling the Courts responsibilities under th¥isconsin
Constitution to provide an fédient, efective and fair system
for resolving disputes. In some states the courts are under
siege, as personal attacks are made on judges on the basis of
their decisionsWe've not reached that point Wisconsin,
and with your continued support we will never reach it. |
hope you all will join us in supporting your judicial branch
of government as it moves forward.
This has been a great celebration. I've enjoyed seeing

Chief Justice Shirley S. Abrahamson was the final ; ; ;

ou all. I will long cherish and remember this dagank
speaker. She talked about what she has learned y Thank 9
from the 19 justices with whom she has served over you. Thank you.

her 30 years on the bench.
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submitting detailed requestiter reviewing the submitted
ideas, Chief Justice Shirley Sbrahamson and | chose a
focus for budget development: partnerships with counties
and other justice stakeholdeYe then met with each
department managewrho, at our request, developed an
initial proposal to make sure we hadfsiént information

to decide which proposals to forward toA@Pfor their input
and to the Supreme Court for their approVéle Supreme
Court discussed the budget at length and approved it as
submitted.

The following six budget requests forwarded to the
governor and Legislature for the 2007-2009 biennium
address the priorities identifieflhe budget also addresses
one of the governds major budget policies, “Support Local
Government,” and refifms the partnership between
counties and the state in funding our circuit courts.

The centerpiece of this partnership budget is a hew

financial assistance program for counties that would provide

additional state support of the
circuit courts at a time when
counties are struggling to stay
under their levy limits and holc
down property taxes. Under th
request, the current circuit
court support and guardiaa
litem payment programs woulc
be eliminated. In their place, a
new circuit court services
support payment program
would be created, funded with
75 percent of court support
services surchge revenues
collected by clerks of circuit
court in the previous calendar
year These dollars would pass
through to counties to provide
them financial support for operating their circuit courts.
Currently these revenues are deposited to the sigeeeral
fund.

The road to enactment of a new state budget, expected
next summer, will twist and turn through the Capitol.

court interpreters for all types of cases regardless of
indigency

THE THIRD BRANCH

Two other requests would assist myia# in providing
needed help to counties and the circuit codrisistice
initiatives coordinator position would work with

counties, circuit courts, and other justice system
stakeholders to implement initiatives relating to
assistance for self-represented litigants, alternatives to
incarceration, and alcohol and drug abuse programming,
three of the four priority areas identified byARR A

second request would allow us to institute an ongoing
courthouse safety training program open to all
courthouse employees. Courthouse security is the fourth
priority area identified by PRC.

Finally, additional revenues are requested to allow the
Consolidated Couautomation Programs (CCAP) to
implement an electronic filing
system for all circuit court case
types in all counties and to
fund future priority projectsA
small pilot for e-filing small
claims money judgment cases
began in 2005 in two counties
and has proven successful, but
additional revenue is needed to
expand beyond the current
pilot. Significant benefits can
result, including dfciencies in
the county clerks of court
offices (more help for
counties), accuracy of data,
and enhanced access to court
information.

One further point was made in the request to the
governor The court system is just part of ader,
interrelated justice system. Our courts cannot do their job

The following additional requests, while modest, addresahen other justice partners, particularly the district attorney

the priorities identified through the planning and budget
processes:

In conjunction with the new financial assistance

and public defender fies, lack resource3o that end, on

behalf of the court system Iged the governor to support
the district attorney and public defendefiags’ requests for
proper stdfng and funding. | also strongly ged the

program, an auditor position and statutory changes aregovernor to update thede Public Defender indigency
requested to institute a standardized program for the guidelines so that it once again can fully perform its

recording, reporting and auditing of annual county

mandated function of indigent defen$e chief justices

circuit court costs and revenues in order to obtain remarks to the Joint Finance Committee and her meetings
accurate revenue and expenditure data on county costsvith executive and legislative branch leaders will also stress
operate the circuit courts. these needs.

The road to next summerenactment of the 2007-2009
There continues to be a growing need to provide trainebiennial budget is long, and | shall continue to update you as
and certified court interpreters for non-English speakershe budget winds its way through the legislative process. |
and the hearing impaireddditional county ask for the support of all the court system in helping make
reimbursement funds are requested to reflect increasinthese needed proposals a reality
demand and the higher reimbursement rates for certified
interpreters. @&tutory changes and associated
reimbursement funding are also requested to require
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Bailif f trainingisthef irste ver

Four hundred people at 53
sites across the state
participated in a first-ever
statewide training session for
jury bailiffs in SeptembeiThe
increasing availability of
videoconferencing equipment
made the training possible.
The day-long session, whicl
originated from the Pyle Cente
on the UWMadison campus an
was viewed in courthouses anc.

other locations around the stat@iStrict Court Administrator Kerry
Connelly explains the jury bailiff

was designed to help ensure thyaining program to the Committee
bailiffs have the tools they neewf Chief Judges.

to interact with jurors in a
manner that reflects positively on the court
system.

District Two CourtAdministrator Kerry
Connelly steered the project as committee chair
District Five CourtAdministrator Gail
Richardson, one of the courts'sident experts

on jury issues, was also
involved. Chief Judge Gerald
P. Ptacek, Racine County
Circuit Court, and Judge Jean
W. DiMotto, Milwaukee
County Circuit Court, helped
to develop the curriculum and
conduct the training, as did
Clerk of Circuit Court Diane
FremgenWinnebago County;
Deputy Clerk Susan ScHef,
Eau Claire County Circuit
Court; and Deputy Bill
Blumer, Dane County
Sherif’s Department. Chief
Justice Shirley SAbrahamson

offered welcoming remarks from the Green
County courthouse, which she was visiting as
part of her 72-county tour

Funding for the project came in the form of a
grant from the fate Bar ofWisconsin and from
contributions from local bar associations.

Judge Jean DiMotto, Milwaukee County Circuit Court, and District
Court Administrator Kerry Connelly, Racine, practice their
presentations at the Pyle Center in Madison as Judge Gerald P.
Ptacek, who also taught at the training, looks on.

www .wicourt s.gov



