
The final publication decision is made by a committee,
which meets monthly, and is comprised of one judge from
each of the four Court of Appeals districts and chaired by
the chief judge. Committee members read and discuss each
eligible opinion and, based on the criteria stated in the rule, 
vote whether or not to publish. Of the 142 full, three-judge 
opinions (the only kind eligible for publication) considered 
by the Court in 2020, 69 were ordered published. That 
represents 49 percent of eligible opinions and 12 percent of 
all written opinions (three-judge, per curiam, and single-
judge opinions).

Court Automation
Keeping up with technological advances, Court of Appeals
and Supreme Court opinions were posted on the Internet
beginning in 1998. Opinions from 1995 to present can be
accessed on the state court system’s website at:
www.wicourts.gov. Opinions are posted on the morning of
their release.

In addition, both the Supreme Court and Court of Appeals
have developed plain-English guides to assist litigants.
These guides, Filing a Petition for Review: A Guide to
Seeking Review in the Wisconsin Supreme Court and
Filing an Appeal: A Citizen's Guide to Filing an Appeal in
the Wisconsin Court of Appeals, are available on the Web
or by calling the Clerk’s Office at (608) 266-1880.
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CLERK OF THE 
SUPREME COURT AND 
COURT OF APPEALS
WISCONSIN COURT SYSTEM
The office of the Clerk of the Supreme Court is 

established in the Wisconsin Constitution, Article 
VII, Section 12. In 1978, the state’s Supreme 

Court established a single office to serve both the 
Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals.

The office of the Clerk of the Supreme Court and Court 
of Appeals is responsible for a variety of tasks for both 
courts. The office disseminates information to the 
public daily on cases in the appellate courts, as well 
as court rules and procedures. The Clerk’s Office is 
located at 110 East Main Street, Suite 215, Madison, WI 
53703. The mailing address is P.O. Box 1688, Madison, 
WI 53701-1688. Office hours are 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. The main telephone number is 
(608) 266-1880. The Wisconsin Court System’s website 
can be accessed at www.wicourts.gov.

RECORDKEEPING
The Clerk’s Office is the repository for all documents 
filed with the Wisconsin Supreme Court and Court of 
Appeals. Whether a case or another type of proceeding, 
each matter filed with the courts is carefully monitored 
to ensure compliance with appropriate statutes, rules, 
court orders, and court procedures. After all necessary 
case documents have been filed, the documents are 
submitted to the courts for consideration. When the 
court is ready to issue or mandate a decision, the office 
coordinates release of that decision. The office has an 
extensive automated case management system to assist 

in this process. At the conclusion of each case, the 
office closes the case file and coordinates remittitur of 
the case record, as appropriate.

ATTORNEY ADMISSIONS
The Clerk’s Office is responsible for scheduling and 
coordinating all admission ceremonies for individuals 
being admitted to practice law in Wisconsin. Since 
territorial days, every person admitted to the 
Wisconsin bar has been required to take the Attorney’s 
Oath set forth in Supreme Court Rule (SCR) 40.15 and 
subscribe to — or have their name subscribed to — 
the roll of attorneys maintained by the Clerk of the 
Supreme Court, as required under SCR 40.02(5). The 
Attorney’s Oath or Affirmation must be administered 
by the Supreme Court, an individual Justice, or by a 
member of the highest court of another jurisdiction, as 
established under SCR 40.02(4).

ATTORNEY RECORDS
The Clerk’s Office is responsible for maintaining records 
on the admission status of every attorney admitted to 
the bar in Wisconsin by date and type of admission (that 
is, by diploma privilege for graduates of a Wisconsin 
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law school, by passing the Wisconsin bar examination, 
or by providing proof of practice elsewhere). The current 
eligibility of an attorney to practice law in Wisconsin 
is also monitored by the Clerk’s Office. Information 
on any suspensions for failure to pay Supreme Court 
assessments or for failure to comply with requirements for 
continuing legal education (CLE) is also maintained. The 
Clerk’s Office also tracks license revocations, voluntary 
resignations, disbarments, miscellaneous disciplinary 
petitions, and all petitions for reinstatement to the bar.

RULES INFORMATION
Pursuant to the Wisconsin Constitution and the 
Wisconsin Statutes, the Supreme Court is responsible 
for administering the entire court system and for 
regulating the practice of law in the state. In furtherance 
of these responsibilities, the Supreme Court has adopted 
administrative rules governing these areas. The Court 
also continually develops rules governing pleading 
and practice; civil procedure; and appellate procedure. 
The Clerk’s Office maintains files for the Supreme 
Court on all rules proceedings, including petitions for 
new Supreme Court rules or for changes in the rules of 
pleading and practice or civil procedure. The Clerk’s 
Office also disseminates information regarding public 
hearings on proposed rules changes and the Court’s 
decisions regarding rules matters.

WEBSITE
The Wisconsin Court System website provides a host of 
information and online services for the public, attorneys, 
and self-represented litigants. The opinions of the 
Supreme Court and Court of Appeals are posted to the 
website on the day of release, and an extensive archive 
of appellate opinions is available. Up-to-the-minute 
information about pending cases in Wisconsin’s circuit 
courts and appellate courts is accessible through a case-
search function that displays a chronological history 
of activity in each case. Schedules of Supreme Court 
oral arguments and rules hearings are available, and 
streaming audio of those arguments and hearings can be 
heard in both live and archived form. A wide variety of 
publications are available, including court statistics; court 
rules and statutes; self-help guides for self-represented 
litigants; information about court programs; the courts’ 
internal operating procedures; and more. The Clerk’s 
Office webpage, accessible through the court system’s 
homepage, provides information on filing documents 
with the Supreme Court and Court of Appeals, a link to 
email the Clerk’s Office, and forms for court use.


