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SUPREME COURT OF WISCONSIN 
 

    
  NOTI CE 

This order is subject to further 
editing and modification.  The 
final version will appear in the 
bound volume of the official 
reports. 
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On Januar y 30,  2013,  t he Boar d of  Bar  Exami ner s ( BBE) ,  by i t s 

di r ect or ,  Jacquel ynn Rot hst ei n,  f i l ed a pet i t i on aski ng t he cour t  t o 

cr eat e Supr eme Cour t  Rul e ( SCR)  40. 145 r el at i ng t o t he wai ver  of  f ees 

f or  qual i f i ed vet er ans.   The BBE f i l ed t he pet i t i on at  t he r equest  of  

t hi s cour t  t o i mpl ement  t he l egi s l at ur e' s r equest  t hat  t hi s cour t  

pr omul gat e a r ul e wai v i ng t he i ni t i al  admi ssi on f ee f or  l awyer s 

admi t t ed t o pr act i ce.   See Wi s.  St at .  § 751. 153.  

The cour t  di scussed t he pet i t i on at  i t s  open r ul es conf er ence on 

Febr uar y 28,  2013.   Pr i or  t o t he conf er ence,  comment s wer e r ecei ved 

f r om At t or ney St even Levi ne on Febr uar y 11,  2013,  and on Febr uar y 26,  

2013,  f r om t he St at e of  Wi sconsi n Depar t ment  of  Vet er ans Af f ai r s by 

i t s Secr et ar y,  John Scocos.   Bot h comment er s st at ed t hat  i n addi t i on 

t o t he i ni t i al  admi ssi on f ee,  t he BBE shoul d al so wai ve t he f ee f or  

t he bar  exami nat i on f or  qual i f i ed vet er ans.  
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The cour t  di scussed t he pet i t i on and t he comment s r ecei ved.   The 

cour t  vot ed unani mousl y t o adopt  t he pet i t i on as r evi sed t o i ncl ude 

t he wai ver  of  t he bar  exami nat i on f ee f or  qual i f i ed vet er ans.   Some 

member s of  t he cour t  wer e concer ned t hat  publ i c comment  was not  

f or mal l y sol i c i t ed pr i or  t o t he adopt i on of  t he r ul e.   Ther ef or e,  t he 

cour t  agr eed t o sol i c i t  publ i c i nput .   Any comment s r ecei ved wi l l  be 

made par t  of  t he publ i c r ecor d and may be consi der ed by t he cour t  at  

a f ut ur e open r ul es conf er ence.  

The cour t  agr eed t hat  t he r ul e shoul d have an ef f ect i ve dat e 

t hat  wi l l  i ncl ude as many qual i f i ed vet er an appl i cant s as possi bl e.   

Accor di ngl y,  t he r ul e wi l l  t ake ef f ect  t he dat e of  t hi s or der .   I n 

addi t i on,  al l  qual i f i ed vet er ans who have an appl i cat i on f or  

admi ssi on t o t he bar  pendi ng as of  t he dat e of  t hi s or der ,  i ncl udi ng 

qual i f i ed vet er ans who have al r eady made payment s under  SCRs 40. 03,  

40. 04,  and 40. 05,  or  who have appl i ed t o s i t  f or  t he Jul y 2013 bar  

exami nat i on,  may seek a wai ver  or  r ei mbur sement  of  t hei r  f ees as 

pr ovi ded i n SCR 40. 145( 2) .  

I T I S ORDERED,  t hat  ef f ect i ve t he dat e of  t hi s or der ,  t he 

Supr eme Cour t  Rul es ar e amended as f ol l ows:    

SECTION 1.  40. 145 of  t he supr eme cour t  r ul es i s cr eat ed t o r ead:    

SCR 40.145 Fee Waiver for Qualified Veterans. (1) To be el i gi bl e 

f or  a f ee wai ver ,  an appl i cant  shal l  be appl y i ng f or  an i ni t i al  

cr edent i al  under  SCR 40. 03,  40. 04,  or  40. 05 and shal l  be al l  of  t he 

f ol l owi ng:   

( a)  An i ndi v i dual .  

( b)  A r esi dent  of  t hi s st at e.  
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( c)  A vet er an,  as def i ned i n s.  45. 01 ( 12)  ( a)  t o ( f ) ,  Wi s.  

St at s. ,  or  one of  t he f ol l owi ng:  

1.  A member  of  a r eser ve component  of  t he U. S.  ar med f or ces or  

of  t he nat i onal  guar d,  as def i ned i n 32 U. S. C.  § 101 ( 3) ,  who has 

ser ved under  honor abl e condi t i ons f or  at  l east  one year  begi nni ng on 

t he member ' s dat e of  enl i st ment  i n a r eser ve component  of  t he U. S.  

ar med f or ces or  i n t he nat i onal  guar d.  

2.  A per son who was di schar ged f r om a r eser ve component  of  t he 

U. S.  ar med f or ces or  f r om t he nat i onal  guar d,  as def i ned i n 32 U. S. C.  

§ 101 ( 3) ,  i f  t hat  di schar ge was an honor abl e di schar ge or  a gener al  

di schar ge under  honor abl e condi t i ons.  

(2) I ndi v i dual s who meet  t he cr i t er i a under  40. 145 ( 1)  and 

r equest  a wai ver  of  t hei r  f ees as f ound i n SCR 40. 14 ( 3)  ( a) ,  ( c) ,  

( d) ,  or  ( g)  shal l  be gr ant ed a wai ver  of  t hose f ees.  

I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  t hi s amendment  shal l  t ake ef f ect  t he 

dat e of  t hi s or der .   The amendment  i ncl udes qual i f i ed vet er ans who 

have,  as of  t he dat e of  t hi s or der ,  a pendi ng appl i cat i on f or  

admi ssi on t o t he bar  submi t t ed pur suant  t o SCRs 40. 03 or  40. 05 and 

qual i f i ed appl i cant s who have appl i ed t o s i t  f or  t he Jul y 2013 bar  

exami nat i on.   SCR 40. 04.  

I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  not i ce of  t hi s amendment  of  t he 

Supr eme Cour t  Rul es be gi ven by a s i ngl e publ i cat i on of  a copy of  

t hi s or der  i n t he of f i c i al  publ i cat i ons desi gnat ed i n SCR 80. 01,  

i ncl udi ng t he of f i c i al  publ i sher s '  onl i ne dat abases,  and on t he 

Wi sconsi n cour t  syst em' s web si t e.   The St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n shal l  

pr ovi de not i ce of  t hi s or der .  
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Dat ed at  Madi son,  Wi sconsi n,  t hi s 19t h day of  Apr i l ,  2013.  

 
BY THE COURT:  
 
 
 
Di ane M.  Fr emgen 
Cl er k of  Supr eme Cour t  
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