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  NOTI CE 

This order is subject to further 
editing and modification.  The 
final version will appear in the 
bound volume of the official 
reports. 
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On December  12,  2011,  A.  John Voel ker ,  Di r ect or  of  St at e Cour t s,  

f i l ed a pet i t i on wi t h t he Wi sconsi n Supr eme Cour t .   The pet i t i on 

seeks t o amend Supr eme Cour t  Rul e ( SCR)  60. 04( 1) ( g)  by addi ng a new 

pr ovi s i on r egar di ng ex par t e communi cat i ons when a j udge i s assi gned 

t o a t her apeut i c,  t r eat ment  or  pr obl em- sol v i ng docket ,  somet i mes 

r ef er r ed t o as a " t r eat ment  cour t . "  

The cour t  conduct ed a publ i c hear i ng on t he pet i t i on on 

Wednesday,  Apr i l  25,  2012.   At  t he ensui ng open admi ni st r at i ve 

conf er ence t he cour t  vot ed,  unani mousl y,  t o appr ove t he pet i t i on i n 

concept  subj ect  t o cer t ai n r evi s i ons t o be made by t he pet i t i oner  i n 

r esponse t o i ssues i dent i f i ed by t he cour t .    

On May 2,  2012,  t he pet i t i oner  pr ovi ded t he cour t  wi t h a r evi sed 

ver si on of  t he pr oposed r ul e pr ovi s i on.   The r evi sed pr oposed r ul e 

pr ovi s i on was post ed on t he cour t ' s  Web si t e.   The cour t  agr eed t he 

pr oposed r evi s i on i s r esponsi ve t o t he cour t ' s  di r ect i on.   The cour t  
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subsequent l y agr eed t o add addi t i onal  l anguage t o t he r ul e,  t o whi ch 

t he pet i t i oner s di d not  obj ect .   The cour t ' s  r ev i s i on was post ed t o 

t he cour t ' s  Web si t e.  

I T I S ORDERED t hat  ef f ect i ve Jul y 1,  2012, 1 SCR 60. 04( 1) ( g) 6.  of  

t he supr eme cour t  r ul es i s cr eat ed t o r ead:  

60. 04 (1) ( g)  6.   A j udge may i ni t i at e,  per mi t ,  engage i n or  

consi der  ex par t e communi cat i ons knowi ngl y wai ved by a par t i c i pant  

when t he j udge i s assi gned t o a t her apeut i c,  t r eat ment  or  pr obl em-

sol v i ng docket  i n whi ch t he j udge must  assume a mor e i nt er act i ve r ol e 

wi t h par t i c i pant s,  t r eat ment  pr ovi der s,  pr obat i on of f i cer s,  soci al  

wor ker s,  pr osecut or s,  def ense counsel ,  and ot her s.   

I T I S ORDERED t hat  not i ce of  t hi s amendment  of  t he Supr eme Cour t  

Rul es be gi ven by a s i ngl e publ i cat i on of  a copy of  t hi s or der  i n t he 

of f i c i al  st at e newspaper  and i n an of f i c i al  publ i cat i on of  t he St at e 

Bar  of  Wi sconsi n.  

Dat ed at  Madi son,  Wi sconsi n,  t hi s 22nd day of  May,  2012.  

 
BY THE COURT:  
 
 
 
Di ane M.  Fr emgen 
Cl er k of  Supr eme Cour t  

 

                                                 
1 The cour t  det er mi ned t hat  a Jul y 1,  2012 ef f ect i ve dat e was 

appr opr i at e f or  j udi c i al  ef f i c i ency i n t hi s mat t er .  
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